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Lesson Calendar 


x. July 3.—The Early Life of Saul ...Acts 21 : 39; 
22:3, 2; 2 Timothy 3:14, 15; Deuteronomy 6 : 4-9 
2. July 10.—Saul the Pharisee 
Acts 7:54 to 8:3; 22:3, 43 26:4, 5 9 10 
3. July 17.—The Conversion of Saul ......... Acts 9: 1-198 
4. July 24.—Saul Proclaims Jesus as the Christ 
Acts 9 : 19b-30 
5. July. 31.—Saul Teaching at Antioch .Acts 1 : 19-30; 12 : 25 
6. August 7.—Paul in Cyprus and in Antioch of 
Pisidia a Sivhuses : ebosepoupens a se OO eet Acts 13: 
7. August 14.—Paul in Iconium an ystra . 
& August 21.—Paul for World 
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9. August 28—From Asia to Europe ...Acts 1§ : 36 to 16 : 18 
10. September 4.—From Philippi to Athens 
Acts 16:19 to 17:15 
11. September 11.—Paul in Athens ........... Acts 17 : 16-34 
12. September 18:—Abstinence for the Sake of 
Others. (A Temperance Lesson.) 

1 Corinthians 10 : 23-33; 3 : 16, 17 

13. September 25.—Review 








F advertising were not speaking its informational 

message. to you continually then you would be 
continuaHy unaware of some excellent ways of meet- 
ing your own needs. Are you-letting the adyertis- 

ing in this paper help you as much as it could ? 




















In Full Control 


By Thomas O. Blair 


LONE? Yet not alone. No path too drear, 
No life too lonely, if the Christ be near. 


Light for one step? No more my soul doth need. 
The way cannot be dark if Christ but lead. 


The foe relentless? I am unafraid 
While Ghrist doth press my hand in his hand laid. 


Yet there is danger? Still I cannot fall 
While I am his and he my all in all. 


There is no danger to the trusting soul 
din whom the -King reigns in full control. 


Then why these thorns that pierce and rend me 80? 
That I like Him, the thorn-crowned One, may grow. 


Into his image? Yes, from day to day, 
From glory unto glory, all the way. 





Dr. Scofield’s Home-Going 


So great has been Dr. C. I. Scofield’s contribution 
to world-wide Bible study, in personal counsel and by 
the printed page, that thousands have been inexpres- 
sibly grateful for his long life of outstanding serv- 


ice in this field. And ~ oho a = =o as = 
issue is going to press, that on Sunday, July 24, Dr. 
Scoficld’s years of earthly toil were ended. None 


f 


have been more grateful for the results of Dr. 
field's untiring, painstaking, and devout Biblical schol 
arship than ~ management of The Sunday School 
Times. The Editor rejoiced in the opportunity 
present to the readers of this paper, in 1919, the life- 
story of his friend and ofttimes counsellor, a narra- 
tive subsequently issued in a single volume by the 
Oxford University Press. The teaching en was lib- 
erally bestowed upon Dr. Scofield, and no one in 
our times has been enabled more than he to express 
the findings of minute and comprehensive Bible study 
in compact and understandable terms, clear-cut as to 
fact, and rich in spiritual illumination. These are 
distinctive characteristics of his comments and sum- 
maries in the Scofield Reference Bible, while they 
gave to his personal ministries a satisfyi 
ness in any conversation on spiritual themes. It is 
hoped that a glimpse of Dr. field’s closing days 
may be given in an early issue of this paper. 


Pat 
Good News about Burdens 


There is no merit in most LPegpeeindiscy vg > The 
kind of burdens that most of us carry, the heaviest 
kind, God tells us we need not carry. Indeed, he 
forbids us to carry them if we are his children, — 
like the traffic regulation seen at certain places: “Bur- 
den vehicles not permitted on this drive.” The way 
to get rid of the weighted-down life is to “Cast 
thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee.” 
Not only does he take the whole weight of our bur- 
den which is rolled over upon him, but he bears us 


S 


up at the same time. The unburdened life of the rest - 


ing : 7 in = 
ment times, when the Command came to the Levites 
for all Israel: “Put the holy ark in the house which 
Solomon the son of David king of Israel did build; 
there shall no more be a burden upon your shoulders” 


(2 Chron. 35:3). The ark has been called the most 

the Old Testament; and the 

: believer, present temple 

] rit. So for the believing child of 

d, indwelt Christ and filled with the Holy 

Spirit, “there Il no more be a burden.” Are 
we praising God for this? 


Pad 


Traffic Regulations 

Regulated traffic means safety to travelers. : That 
is why the streets of our large cities are safer places’ 

y than they were ten years ago. Seldom does 
a traffic disaster occur there except as some regu- 
lation is broken. The big semaphore sign “STOP,” 
as it is turned this way or that by the traffic police- 
man, is a wonderful bit of control and protection; 
one is pretty safe if he obeys that oe d the 
sign on certain corners “One Wa treet,” deter- 
mines the direction one should go if he is driving in 
that street at all. The Christian life is a “one way 
street,” — if we obey the traffic regulations. Turn- 
ing back, going-in any direction but ahead, is for- 
bidden. And the safety of the Christian life, like 
that of our city streets, is that we are given in the 
written Word of God and by the Living Word ob- 
jective guidance. Just as, in our streets, there is 
an officer with full responsibility for our guidance 
standing there as an objective reality apart from our- 
selves, and the traffic signs are objective indications 
of the will of the government,.so in the Christian life 
we are given equally clear objective guidance, and 
the traffic is not to depend upon thé “intier conseious- 


“ness of the individual,” as some who deny the au- 


thority of the Word of God would have us believe. 
Imagine our city streets if the traffic went wholly ac- 
co ng to the inner consciousness of each individ- 
ual! Thank God for. His traffic regulations! 


On Being Done with Bigness 


much about some of the extravagant and ex- 

aggerated influences which help to misshape 
a life. ile said that he wished he had not been taught 
from his earliest years that he must bend every effort 
to “become somebody of importance” and make a 
mark in the world. Once he had been hearty and 
happy and promising; and he felt that if he had been 
allowed-to develop slowly and naturally it might have 
been well with him. But from the start there had 
been.intruded upon all his thoughts this idea of mak- 
ing some kind of a splurge in the world. He was 
not naturally inclined to it, but the idea had gotten in, 
it had made him judge everything by whether it was 
advancing him, and so he had always led a rather dis- 
appointed life. Everything had been rather spoiled by 
this failure to-do anything outstanding; whereas his 
life might have been very happy and sufficiently suc- 
cessful had he not been led to judge everything by 
this test of mark-and size. 

It has fevered us all. There are thousands who 
would willingly rest from rivalry and competition and 
trying to shine, if they but dared. They suspect that 
there is some fallacy about it all, and that our growth 
and advancement was never meant to be of this un- 
happy, hectic type. They inwardly dislike all this 
pushing and striving for notice, and suspect that the 
greatest results.do not come that way. Yet they lack 
the daring to quiet, and can hardly trust the sure 
operation of slow and almost invisible processes. 
They want to make the most of their lives, and they 
wonder if there is no way but this much lauded way 
of “success” and “efficiency.” 

But here and there some one breaks out of all this 
tyranny, and finds real development. William James 
tried the matter out and made his decision. He wrote 
to a friend: “As for me my bed is made; I am against 
bigness and greatness in all their forms, and with 
the invisible molecular forces that work from indi- 
vidual to individual, stealing in through the crannies 
of the world like so many soft rootlets, or like the 
capillary oozing of water, and yet rending the hardest 
monuments of man’s pride, if you give them time. 


A’ recently made a remark that revealed 








The bigger the unit you deal with, the hollower, the 
more brutal, the more mendacious is the life dis- 
played. So I am against all big organizations as 
such, national ones first and foremost; against all big 
successes and big results; and in favor of the eternal 
forces of truth which always work in the individual 
and immediately unsuccessful way, under-dogs always, 
till history comes after they are long dead, and puts 
them on the top. You need take no notice of these 
ebullitions of spleen which are probably quite unintel- 
ligible to any one but myself.” 

No, they are not unintelligible. We all under- 
stand how much wholesomer and saner and happier 
we might all be had we had the courage to base our 
expectation and action on just such principles. In the 
eni of the day we know we should fave had much.to 
rejoice in if we had had the courage of such modesty, 

While it goes without saying that many things of 
necessity must be done on.a larger scale than hitherto, 
this is quite another matter than the worship of mere 
size. e need not have flown to the feverish con- 
clusion that just because anything was big it was 
therefore significant or important. One of the needed 
experiences which awaits the American Christian as a 
part of his deeper growth and culture is his ceasing 
to be hypnotized by size. It was not without some 

oint that Matthew Arnold once said that the favorite 
ible book of most of us was the book of “Numbers”! 

But why discuss a matter unless there is something 
we can do about it? And what can we do about over- 
coming this worship of bigness? Well, we can each 
make a beginning. Perhaps there is some activity 
which our best judgment approves as the thing for us, 
but we are withholding from it because not many are 
doing it, and there does not seem to be much market 
for it. We can prove our escape from the tyranny 
of bigness by just going and doing that thing. Or 
during the present summer season we may find our- 
selves in places where the Christian life and worship 
are carried on with none of the familiaz helps of large 
numbers or prominent people, but where there is just 
a handful, working under discouragement and lone- 
liness to further the work of Christ’s kingdom. If we 
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can show by our interest that we esteem what is being 
done under such circumstances as just as important 
and just as much part and parcel of the whole busi- 
ness as if it were bei with the inspiration of 
crowds, then we have evidence that we “are done with 
bigness,” at least in one of its forms. A university 
professor, as good a type of culture as we have, ha 

testified that in summertime, when he had to worship 
in obscure pareacg churches instead of in a great 
university center, he nevertheless found that Sunday 
by Sunday “he was. getting the finest of the wheat. 

It is also within our power to say whether or not 
we are going to be impressed by great wealth, great 
names, great position. e can refuse to be impressed 
by it. 8 course, the alternative is not in being offish 
and sour and jealous, but in simply honoring people 
for what is in them. men find that they are 
no longer honored or sought just because they have 
money or position, but for some better reason, such 
as a Christian can always find, it will help them as 
well as everybody, and bring money into its proper 
place. It might be a real relief and luxury to some 
rich man to find that some one was seeking him out, 
perfectly indifferent to his money, but just use he 
wanted to come near him for other and more human 
reasons. ; 

Refusing to be impressed! Yes, that is the way to 
do it, and a very slow way, to be sure, just as Pro- 
fessor James said, and quite likely to be immediately 
unsuccessful, but in the end it robs ali inflated bigness 
of its encouragement and power. 

There have recently been published the youthful let- 
ters of a young German soldier who fell in the war. He 
had been very precocious, and had started out early 
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to make the most of himself, and take a large place in 
the world. But the upshot of his ideas as to how to 
do it was that “We mast become Titans.” The old 
delusion of might and massiveness! As one critic of 
the volume said, “When I struck that I lost all in- 
terest in the. book, and knew it had nothing for me, 
and doubted whe it had much for any one else. 
He was done with bigness in all its forms. 

While all the world waits for refreshing, it remains 
unrefreshed because it only expects it in the form of 
downpour and tempest. It has no eye for the refresh- 
ing that comes through the dew which falls upon the 
leaf, and, in the total, leaves incalculable tons of 
water there. It wants some great, staggering, dra- 
matic show of ceremonious brotierhood, but 
small attention for the modest but constant affection 
and kindliness which passes from man to man in un- 
countable little contacts and which must really do 
the great work after all. It wants some vast heave 
of work which can be counted in foot-pounds, or 
better still, foot-tons, but remains indifferent to the 
miraculous total which can only come from each 
man’s day’s work more and more faithfully done. It 

ins its’ faith to spectacular special occasions, and 
ets go by ignored the far richer and more various 
common occasions which come every hour laden with 
the chief riches after all. The mere passage of time 
will not bring the correction of this bad attitude, but 
there is not one of us who may not help change the 
whole atmosphere a great deal by simply being re- 
solved to be done with the bigness first in this form 
and then in that. Zechariah warned opine: despisin 
the day of small things. It is always the day of sma 


things, and he is wise who is always content with it. 








Has Every One a Right to 
His Own Opinion? 


Often when I am trying to point out to others their 
false beliefs, they reply, “Well, every one has a right 
to his own opinion.” I say no more then, usually, 
though I would like to controvene the statement, but 
I seem to lack convincing words. I believe it is no 
more true than the glib excuse so frequently heard, 
“No matter what a man believes, so he is sincere, he 
is all right.” Can you help me with “words”?—A New 
York Reader. 


Paul was sincere in his efforts to exterminate Chris- 
tianity in its beginnings, but he was not “all right.” 
He was all wrong. But with all his error he really 
wanted to know the truth, and so the promise was 
fulfilled to him, “If any man willeth to do his will, 
he shall know of the teaching” (John 7:17). Our 
Lord met him on the road to Damascus and showed 
him that he was wrong. 

Paul was an “honest doubter.” It.is not exactly 
clear whether this New York reader has in mind 
those who are really honest in their arguments against 
God and his truth or not, but when it is evident that 
men are real inquirers after truth, is it not wise and 
tactful to admit that there are difficulties in connec- 
tion with the revelation of God’s truth—for it 
seems plain that this correspondent is referring to 
objections offered about God as an infinite Being 
of love.and truth, and One who has revealed him- 
self both in his written Word and his living Son. 

Peter, in speaking of Paul’s message to the Church, 
said that in his epistles “are some things hard to be 
understood, which the ignorant and unstedfast wrest, 
as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own 
destruction” (2 Peter 3:16). We may tactfully, at 
times, admit that it would be surprising if there were 
not difficulties in God’s_ revelation of himself 
because it is “a revelation of the mind and 
will and character and being of an_ infinitely great, 
perfectly wise and absolutely holy God,” who made 
the world and men, whom he did not leave in dark- 
ness, but to whom He revealed himself through his 
Word. When the finite tries to understand the in- 
finite there is of course difficulty, imcomparably more 
so than there would be in the case of a little child 
trying to grasp the wisdom of a Solomon or the phil- 
osophy of an Aristotle. 

_ But the fact that these difficulties exist does not 
im any sense prove that there is no God, or that his 
revelation is not true. The totality of the evidence 
always has great weight im a courtroom; it should 
do so also in the matter of doubt about the truth 
of God and his Word. If a doubter cannot under- 
stand one’s interpretation of the point about which he 
has difficulty, press upon him the marvelous unity 
of the whole Book, written over a long period of cen- 
turies and by many different writers, yet essentially 
one all the way through; ask him how he accounts 
for its unique power in lifting men up to God and 
for its influence upon the nations who have most prof- 
ited by its precepts; ask him how to account for the 
marvelous fulfilled prophecies of the Bible, if it is not 
really a revelation of God but a book simply of hu- 
man origin. 

God is truth. Truth centers in Christ, the God-man 


who revealed God in human personality to the world. 
He said of himself, “I am the truth.” Whenever 
man in his pride attempts to put his own thinking 
against God's thinking, he is guilty of unbelief and 
denial of Him who is the Truth. No man has a 
right to disbelieve God or to deny or question any 
of his words or works. Is it right for the clay to 
say to the Potter who formed it, “What makest 
thow”? (Isa. 45:9.) God’s answer to a man who in 
the pride of infidelity is guilty of such doubt and 
denial may be found in the words of the Psalmist: 

“How great are thy works, O Jehovah! 

Thy thoughts are very deep. 

A brutish man knoweth not; 

Neither doth a fool understand this” (Psa. 92:5, 6). 


Men are -but futilely arrogant in setting themselves 
up, in pride of opinion, against God. The following 
incident is related in “The Life Story of Henry Clay 
Trumbull,” by Mr. Philip. E, Howard,* concerning one 
of the experiences of Dr. Trumbull as a chaplain in 
the army of the Union: 

“Shortly after he joined the regiment, the eman- 
cipation of the slaves was arousing much discussion 
among the soldiers. It was Mr. Trumbull’s custom 
to move about among the men, after supper, when 
they were at leisure, and talk with them on subjects 





1To be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
103t Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at $2.50. 
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HE Editor of The Sunday School Times recently wrote 
to Dr. Charles Calvert Ellis, Vice-President and Profes- 
sor of Education at Jumiata College, telling him that the Times 
ired the continuance of his unique contribution to Sunday- 
school lesson study as given in his every- week article on “ This 
Week's Teaching Principle "; and the Editor added,“ I be- 
lieve it is an invaluable link between the old-fashioned or- 
thodoxy for which you and The Sunday School Times stand, 
and the ot ama modern and up- study of pedagogy 
and psychology with which the child of God should be 
equipped for useful service.” 
In accepting the renewed commission Dr. Ellis writes: “I 
i ve characterized well what I have been attempt- 
ing to do, and the difficulty of it lies in the very fact of what 
it is an attempt to 'do—weld that link between the old-fash- 
ioned orthodoxy and modern pedagogy. It would be far 
easier, as @ project, to do what so much of our religious edu- 
cation does—ignore the significance of the old and 
build the t on a naturalistic basis: or on the other hand, 
do what orthodoxy is with good reason tempted to do and ig- 
nore the possibility of any worth-while help from modern 
pedagogy. To put the two in right relation is the more difficult 
work. And yet, ‘I grow increasingly anxious to be used of 
Him im this very thing if it is his will to have it done. I am 
glad for your faith in the possibility of the solution, and it is 
no small joy to me to have been favored in being called into 
the goodly fellowship of those who are making the Times-an 
outstanding testimony to the truth of our blessed Lord.” 
Have you realized what a remarkable thing it is that Dr. 
Ellis is doing each week in these columns? Are you getting 


the full benefit in your own preparation to meet your class 
Sunday after Sunday 2? 
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that were of interest to them. As he was passing 
th one of the Company streets, a sergeant ac- 
him, while others were standing near. 
“‘Chaplain, do you think President Lincoln had 
any right to issue that proclamation ?’ 
“I suppose he thought he had,’ replied the chap- 


lain. 

“The others laughed at this, and the t said: 

“Well, I suppose a soldier's got a i to hold 
his own opinions, lain, hasn’t he?’ 

“‘Oh, yes,’ the chaplain answered, ‘if he'll take 
care and hold ’em, and not always be slinging them 
around carelessly before others.” ’ 

God has given to men the liberty of free choice, 
but there is a wide difference between a liberty and 
a right. God does not force men’s wills, He knocks 
at the doors of men’s hearts, but he never breaks 
the doors down, The latch-string of the human heart 
hangs on the inside. “Man’s opinions do not alter 
God’s facts. Men will be lost throughout an end- 
less eternity because they choose to exercise wrong- 
fully this liberty of a ee will, If they persist in 
wresting the Scriptures, they do so, as the Holy 
Spirit so impressively declared thro 
their own destruction.” Men have the ee § but 
not the right to separate themselves from for- 


ever, 
ax 
Are You Taking a Correspondence Course? 


The consecutive study of God’s Word has been in- 
valuable to me. For over seventeen years I studied the 
daily Bible notes of Major D. W. Whittle, one of 
Moody’s co-workers. While it took seven years or 
more for me to go from Genesis to Revelation, I al- 
ways looked forward with unflagging pleasure to the 
next day’s reading. I thus got the whole thought, in 
the unity of the book, as showing God’s plan for sal- 
vation of man. I am past seventy-two years of age, and 
am “old-fashioned” in my ideas of God’s book, per- 
haps, but I believe it is the solid rock on which to 
build.—A Sunday School Times Reader. 


Those who have made a thorough study of the 
whole Bible will certainly never regret that fact when 
they come to old age. Their testimony will be just 
as enthusiastic as that of this Sunday School Times 
reader. It is of inestimable value to have a con- 
ception of the unity of the whole Word of God, such 
as this correspondent declares she obtained by her 
careful study of one of the earliest of the Corte- 
spondence Courses (or what was the equivalent of a 
modern Bible Correspondence Course), which have 
come to fill such a large place of usefulness in the 
study of God’s words in our own time. Only last 
year a minister in the Northwest, in an article in The 
Sunday School Times, declared that it was his study 
of the Bible through a Correspondence Course that 
cured his “ragged thinking,” and made the Bible 
more to him than a mere book from which to pick 
out chaice texts to use as pegs upon which to hang 
prettily worded disquisitions. 

One’s thinking in spiritual matters will be apt to 
be “ragged thinking,” indeed, unless he has studied 
the Bible as a whole. The late Dr. Arthur T. Pier- 
son used to make much of what he called the Bible’s 
“laws of mention.” He believed that the “first men- 
tion” of any subject or doctrine in the Bible is the key 
to the interpretation of that word or doctrine 
throughout the rest of the Scriptures, and that for 
évery “first mention” of a word or doctrine there 
was somewhere in the Bible to be found a “full men- 
tion.” Certain it is that no one Bible doctrine can 
be thoroughly understood when it is considered in the 
light of isolated texts —all that the Bible says about 
any truth must be compared and contrasted, and 
Scripture thus studied in the light of Scripture will 
become more easily comprehensible and usable. 

A Congregational minister in England declared 
that he was well along in his ministry when he waked 
up one day to discover that he did not have “a grasp- 
able conception of the éontents of every book in the 
Bible.” He went to work to get such a “graspable 
conception,” making an analysis of his study as he 
went through the Bible, and those studies have be- 
come a most acceptable Bible Correspondente Course. 
The study of some of the many excellent correspon- 
dence courses that are offered by the leading Bible 
Schools and Institutes or by individual Bible students 
are of special value to-day to the great army of Sun- 
day-school teachers and Sunday-school scholars of 
maturer age, now that the Lesson Committee of the 
International Uniform Sunday-Schoo} Lessons have 
begun a six-months’ course of study in the life and 
letters of the Apostle Paul. The church epistles are 
in a special sense timely truth for the period of 
church history in which we ourselves are living, and 
the Correspondence Coursés offer valuable interpre- 
tations of the church epistles, so that it would seem 
to be a psychological moment, certainly for the Sun- 
day-school teacher who wishes to get all the light 

ossible for the understanding and teaching of these 
lessons, to weigh carefully the need and opportunity 
of taking such a course now. 

A pamphlet entitled, “What Bible Correspondence Course 
Shall I Take?” which gives a brief description of some of 
the choicest available correspondence courses, thay be had 
from The Sunday School Times Company, 103t Wainut 
Street, Philadelphia, at 30 cents a dozen, $2 a hundred 
copies, or 3 cents each. 


Peter, “to. 
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Why Parent-Training is Needed 


By E. W. Halpenny of the Internstioue! Sunday Schoo! Association 





Y thousand girls and fifteen thousand boys 
" d from their homes during 1920. 
Were they real “homes” from which they disap- 
eared? What is a home? ; Re Se 

_ A home isthe abode of a family, which is eg 


ge 





‘mary social organization. A family is formed 


‘fusion of souls entering into an eternal pact to ex- 
f Fund in auaoel service, the creation of life, the 
Tostering and sermageant of childhood. A family 
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ri a home. e institution of the “home” is 
nee founded on the ideal of God himself. 


tion of a home is more or less unimpor- 
Oné room may be an ideal home, as Florence 


the happy confidence of the child’s heart. 
there | be love ot home, and more than that, a 
confidential, cheery habit of isitercourse. With this 


ree a one poor room may be a paradise, and without 


well, the child might as well stop, shivering upon 
the , as enter in when the biting frost of un- 
kind criticism and distrust, the cold temper of mutual 


i _dislike, are in possession of the house.” 


_ The success of home ey upon the willing sac- 
rifice and self-devotion of the adult lives in it to the 
iritual personal purpose of training boys and girls 

r lives that will some day be yielded to the will of 
God. The largest duty and joy of life is in high love, 
‘to enrich the world with other lives, and to make 
these other lives of greatest possible worth in the 
world. Selfish childlessness is a crime. The home 
that has no children only goes half way. It never can 
be a home. It is self-consumptive, and ends the race 
so far as that group is concerned. : 

Dr. Henry van Dyke says: “The causes which 
control. the development of ational character 
are threefold: domestic, political, and religious; the 
home, the state, and the church. The home comes 
first because it is the seed-plot and nursery of virtue. 
¢ noble nation of ignoble households is impossible. 

ur greatest peril to-day is in the decline of doméstic 
morality, ‘discipline, and piety. The degradation of 
the poor by overcrowding in great tenements, and the 
enervation of the rich by seclusion in luxurious 
palaces, threaten the purity and vigor of old-fash- 
ioned American family life. If it vanishes, nothing 
can take its place. Show me a home where the tone 
of ‘life is ‘selfish, disorderly, or trivial, jaundiced by 
avarice, frivolized by fashion, or poisoned by moral 
skepticism ; where success is worshiped and righteous- 
ness ignored; where there are two consciences, one 
for private and one for public use — show me such a 
home, and I will show you a breeding-place of ene- 
mies of the Republic.” ; 

During June of this year a mere child, a girl in her 
teens, presented herself at the employment agéht’s 
desk in the Bell Telephone office in Pittsburgh, saying 
that she and her husband had separated, and that she 
wanted employment. Investigation revealed the sad 
fact that she had been married two weeks, had only 
known the boy two days before marriage, and did not 
know where he came from, whither he had fled, or at 
what trade he worked, if any. 

A splendid-looking mother, seeking to quiet a beau- 
tiful though weary child between the hours of nine 
and ten at night, on a Great Northern train in North 
Dakota, said impatiently, “If you don’t lie down and 
go to sleep, I'll throw you out of the window.” On 
a Michigan Central train, through Michigan, a 

. mother told her little daughter, as they entered the 
Pullman, that the linen closet was where the black 
man (the porter) put naughty little girls. Is not such 
deception of children very prevalent to-day? 

In Phoenix, Arizona, in November, 1920, the well- 
intentioned curfew law, which had been instituted in 
that city, failed, for when the officer took home the 
children he found in the street after the curfew rang, 
there were no parents at home to receive them. 

The home is not holding up. under the strain of 
Twentieth Century pressure, The late Bishop John 
H. Vincent said: “To the lack of parenthood and 
parental authority in the home are traceable many of 
the modern social perplexities.” 

At the Buffalo International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation Convention in 1918 great interest was aroused 
in the parent-training department of the Adult Di- 
vision. War conditions og prevented such progress 
as had been hoped for, but the work will be prosecuted 
with vigor in the future. Several of the denomina- 
tional Sunday-school boards are placing special 
emphasis’ upon this program, using specially pre- 
pared study courses on the subject, and parent-teacher 
Ofganizations are studying the question, and from 
time to time holding special Institutes. 

In January and February of this year both the 

unday School Council of Evangelical Denomi- 
nations and the International Sunday School Associa- 


"And how the Sunday-school can foster it 


well puts it in “The Child’s Standpoint”: _ 
: ra upon a delicate rose, is a storm” 
of dissension between the father and mother in its 


pee Executive Committee passed the following 
ps ; 


ution : : 

“Inasmuch as the Govelopatant of family religion 
is the very heart of the Adult Division Prrane, and 
as the nurture of children is inseparably con- 
nected therewith, we (the Adult Division) assume re- 
sponsibilities for the promotion of Parent-Training 
and Parent-Teachers’ Associations, recognizing that 
all such promotion should be in close co-operation 
with other interested divisions.” ; 

Two comprehensive and complete bulletins have 
been prepared. The one, International leaflet 341, 
“The Parents’ Department of the Adult Division in 
the Church School,” and the other, International 
leaflet 342, “Local Church Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tions and Community Institutes,” are now_ ready, 
and may be had from any state or provincial Sunday- 

1 association, or from the International Sunday- 
School Association, 1516 Mallers Building, Chicago, 
at 5 cents 

International Leaflet 341 a thorough discussion 
of the need, purpose, and opportunity is presented. 
The method of organization, kinds of classes, the 
teacher, and the like, are discussed. Eight suggestive 
outlines for as many short courses for such classes 
are given, with a list of books available for collateral 
reading or as texts for study. 

“The church and the church’s school (the Sunday- 
school) are not primarily responsible for the molding 
and fashioning of the lives of the youth. Their re- 
sponsibility is one of opportunity! e home is pri- 
marily responsible for child training. But the church 
school occupies a strategic position for the accom- 
plishment of moral and religious education of 
the child, ag it is the regular educational agency of 
the church, and has the necessary machinery for this 
purpose. While it is evident that the home has a 
responsibility for this task which can be met ade- 
quately by no other agency, parents are throwing this 
responsibility more and more upon the church school. 
The church school possibly is partially at fault in 
failing to do more in raising the ideals of the home 
and training parents for their work. The public school 
cannot do this work use it does not reach adults, 
and it is not until adult life is close at hand that they 
are ready for the training. The church school, there- 
fore, is under obligation to raise the ideals of the 
home and to train parents for their work. 

“While its arcane object is that of raising the 
ideals of the home, and awakening parents to their 
responsibility, in order that moral and religious train- 
ing may be accomplished in the home, there should 
also result from this work a closer relationship and 
co-operation between the church school and the home, 
and an increased interest on the part of the parents 
in Sogn, problems affecting childhood and 
youth.” 

In International Leaflet 342, the need for “Paren- 
Teacher” co-operation is emphasized, not only in the 
local church community, but also in the larger inter- 
church community. 

“Next to any good parent comes the teacher who 
formally attempts to improve by impression ard 
secure expression. The expressional life of the little 
child finds vent in the home under the parents’ influ- 
ence. As the child grows older, other environments 
enter. When the parent is indifferent or neglectful, 
it is imperative, in the interests of any satisfactory 
results, that the teacher and parent get together. 
In addition to this, the general community atmosphere 
in which the child or youth must grow up calls for 
community co-operation and unification of interest.” 

The aim of the organization and its promotion are 
adequately presented in these leaflets. An elaborate 
array of program material and discussion topics is 
furnished. 

It is the plan of the International Sunday School 
Association Adult Division Committee and Superin- 
tendent to make this phase of the work paramount 
during this present and sign gt | years. The 
whole question is wrapped up in the larger program 








“The cheerfu’ supper done, wi’ serious face, 
They, round the ingle, form a circle wide; 
The sire turns o’er, with patriarchal grace, 
The big ha’ Bible, ance his father’s pride. 
“Then knecling down, to Heaven’s Eternal King 
The saint, the father, and the husband prays.” 
After his description, in his ** Cotter’s Saturday 
Night,” of family worship in an old-fashioned 
= home, Burns might well conclude, as he 
oes: 
“From scenes like these old Scotia’s grandeur 
springs.” 





of family or home religion. No field is more encour- 
that of parent training, and the response 

in the way of inquiry, from various Sunday- Is, 

and interest throughout the entire continent, is most 

encou . Such arousing of attention is indeed 

timely, and will, it is hoped, do much to restore the 

lost poise to our national life. 

CuHIcaco. 








How Two Parent Classes 
are Succeeding 


If your Sunday-school would like to rise to its 
rtunities for parent-training, the need for 
h is pointed out in the previous article, by 
Mr. Halpenny, why not use the literature he 
refers to, keeping in mind the plans so success- 
fully employed by the classes here de- 
scribed 


SOME of the young mothers sat around the edge 
of the Beginners’ Circle, distracting. the attention 
of children and teachers. The fathers stayed at 


. home; there was nothing of interest in the Bible 


school for them until Mrs. Lamphear was asked to 
form a parents’ class. She, a mother, a grandmother, 
a trained Bible school worker, knew these young 
fathers and mothers needed help. Might she manage 
the class as she liked? 

A few mothers came the first Sunday, not a single 
father. They were surprised to find that there was 
no set Bible lesson. They were all mothers with a 
God-given task, to train their children. Of course, it 
was a Bible lesson, but there were no set questions 
and answers, no discussion of a. Bible topic; their 
topic was child life, and the Bible was their text-book. 
“We must have the fathers. God gave the children 
fathers as well as mothers.” 

So, finding there was no danger ef having to expose 
their ignorance of Bible data, no danger of being 
“preached at,” the fathers came, and now there are as 
many fathers as mothers. The class has outgrown 
its corner back of the orchestra, and now occupies a 
section of the church auditorium. 

They study the normal child from babyhood to 
older boyhood and girlhood. They discuss the indi- 
vidual problems of these parents. Mrs, Lamphear 
could always find a “Thus saith the Lord” as highest 
authority. She showed the fathers their privilege as 
priests of their own home to train their children God- 
ward. This parents’ class has not taken one from any 
other class in the school; it has just drawn together 
those who stood outside, needing help but not know- 
ing where to obtain it. They have their social life,— 
dinners at night when the fathers come direct from 
work, the mothers bringing their little ones for an 
early “party,” then leaving them in the “nursery” 
during the dinner hour. What wonder the class 

rows, with such a consecfated leader.—Willametta 

reston, Los Angeles, Cal, 


Pa 
Overcoming the Mothers’ Objections 


[XN ONE church it seemed almost impossible to get 
the women who were mothers of young children 
to attend the Women’s Class, or even to count them- 
selves as members. The leaders in the Women’s 
Class believed that those mothers were in need of 
just such social intercourse as the class had to offer. 
They believed that there were problems that the class 
could help them solve, that they needed a monthly or 
semi-monthly exchange of ideas to keep their own 
minds up-to-the-minute for their jobs as mothers and 
home makers. 

But when the class tried to enlist the mothers the 
received such excuses as the “home mending, 
“sewing,” “the children getting home from school 
with no one to look after them,” and the like. Quite 
a few mothers frankly stated that their chiidren were 
so much bother when away from home that they felt 
others would rather they stayed at home with them. 

It was to meet the need of these mothers and at 
the same time to overcome their objections that the 
Mothers’ Class was organized. The meetings are held 
once a month in the church. The younger children 
are taken to the Beginners’ room and entertained 
with blocks, pictures, crayons, and stories, while the 
mothers are free to sew and discuss their problems. 
A regular lesson is arranged for each week, the meet- 
ings are held weekly, with a leader the same as 
in a club. The women are encouraged to bring their 
small mending. There is a sewing machine in the 
church parlors, so that long seams may be quickly 
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run up when there is need of it. There is a crib for 
small "babies, Bw highchairs for older babies, and 
lenty o ings. 

The deus meets from 2.30 to 3.30, the hour that 
school closes. Any mother who feels she must go 
then in order to be home as soon as her children, can 
go, but most of them have the children come to t! 
church and stay for another hour, while the social 
time is being held. Once in a while, about four times 
a year, we have a supper at the church for the class. 
Each mother brings a picnic supper for her whole 
family, and they all come to the church to eat to- 
gether. This makes it unnecessary for the mother to 
go home and get supper, and ce geneesy gets more 
sewing done on those days than if she had stayed at 
home.—Jennie E. Stewart, Boulder, Col. 








Orthodox Pedagogy in a Live 


School in China 





14 IS not easy but it is important to “weld the link 
between the old-fashioned orthodoxy and modern 
pedagogy” —as Dr. C. C. Ellis, of Juniata College, 
is quoted by the Editor as saying, on the second page 
of this issue of The Sunday School Times. Dr, Ellis 
is helping the modern army of Sunday-school teachers 
to do this very thing by is Week’s Teaching Prin- 
ciple,” contributed as a lesson help in every issue of 
The Sunday School Times. And it is entirely pos- 
sible to do this thing. It is being done in a remark- 
able way by one school at least —and that, too, in 
faraway China! This achievement is described by 
the Rev. Lowry Davis, of the Southern Presbyterian 
Mission at Kashing, Che, China, and Treasurer of 
the Bible Union of China. He sent out recently an 
enthusiastic letter to friends of his mission, in which 
he expressed the hope that at least fifty of the young 
men in the Kashing High School might give their 
lives to the Christian ministry. A revival, especially 
prayed for, came to that school, one hundred and 
fourteen of the two hundred and sixty-two boys ac- 
cepting Christ, and two hundred becoming members 
of the Pocket Testament League. There are alread 

seventeen volunteers for the ministry, but the churc 

at home is asked to pray that the number may be 


‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


increased to at least fifty in all. The letter goes on 


to say: : 

“Remember how the newly erected Kashing Pres- 
bytery has for its Chinese and leaders grad- 
uates of or former students in Kashing High School. 
Our aim for this school is to make it a dynamic cen- 
ter of evangelistic activity; with volunteers for the 
Chinese ministry as the acme of our hopes and 
prayers. Of course it goes without sa that we 
are exerting every effort to make it a sp educa- 
tional institution, with the latest methods of teach- 
ing. Some of these cre project methods; excursions 
by students in studying botany, zoology, the Bible, 
and mp soit student self-government tg the 
‘School City,” with student mayor, alde , Judges, 
and chief of police and sanitation, with the faculty 
one as constant fatherly advisers; school credit 
for home work; use of, Wade Smith’s Little Jetts in 
lower classes in the Bible; in arithmetic teaching each 
boy to keep his own cash book, and on going home 
teach his family the modern methods in simple book- 
keeping; a week’s campaign by the students in elim- 
inating the fly in Kashing and in their own homes; 
student and teacher campaigns for China famine re- 
lief as a project in practical] Christianity for Christ’s 
sake; and soon. | ; : ‘ 

“Everything begins and ends with Christ and his 
atonement for sin; all new methods and modern ad- 
vantages are shown to come from Christ as the Foun- 
tain Head of all blessings; the latest methods of mod- 
ern pedagogy are shown to be no improvement on the 
Master’s own graphic :fiethods ; in fact, we teach that 
modern discussions on apperception, points of con- 
tact, and individual differences with sources of real 
interest owe all that is really safe and valuable to the 
influence and teachings of the Master himself. Noth- 
ing I saw in the Columbia University Model School 
(when taking my M.A. at this institution of learning) 
can equal in teaching method the class-room of na- 
ture the Lord used in leading his hearers by the par- 
able of the sower. All modern technical studies on 
the ‘Question’ by the trained teacher in the class- 
room fail to approximate the Master’s tact, interest, 
and results in dealing with the woman of Samaria. 
In the Kashing High School Christ must be preached 
through every class, especially in the Bible work, 
and his blood and righteousness as man’s only hope 
in modern times is proclaimed at every point. Every- 
thing is made to focus upon him as our only hope of 
reconciliation.” 





Why do so many lose their faith? 














Guarding the Faith of College Students 


By J. A. Morris Kimber, M.A. 





A devoted Christian woman, who had been brilliantly educated, recently wrote The Sunday School Times seeking 
help as to a difficult problem — she could not send her daughter to her own famous alma mater nor to any other 
girls’ college of similar curriculum, because all such colleges as she had inquired into she had found to be unsafe 
in their teaching about Christ and the Bible. Mr. Kimber will be remembered as the author of the helpful series 
published in The Sunday School Times last year (June 12 to July 17), which have been republished in pamphlet 


form under the title ‘* Problems of the Christian College Stu 


dent *’ (to be had from The Sunday School Times 


Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 25 cents). Mr. Kimber has been connected, as either student or 
member of the faculty, with four different colleges and universities. The second article will appear next week. 


HERE are more students in the colleges and 
universities of America to-day. than ever before 
in the history of the country. Christians, there- 
fore, may well consider certain fundamental matters 
which concern the lives of these hundreds of thou- 
ant ve eee. ges , 
plendi ristian young people have gone to 
college “on fire” for bod, and lar have returned 
from college with little or no faith left in a personal 
God, or in the things of God. They have gone be- 
lieving in a Supreme Being whom they have knowr 
as “our Father, who art in Heaven”; they have come 
back doubting whether there is any such Supreme 
Being. They went, believing that Jesus Christ was 
his only Son, our Lord, and they come back believ- 
ing, or tempted to believe, that Jesus and Socrates 
died for the same fundamental reason. They went 
to college believing that man would spend an endless 
eteraity with God or would be banished from Him. 
They come back doubting whether any part of man 
is immortal, and speaking of man, to quote the re- 
mark of one distinguished professor, as being “simply 
a tatking chimpanzee — with certain other abilities.” 
The beliefs of Christian students are likely to be 
subject to a severe change if steps are not taken to 
ard them —beliefs in the fundamentals of the 
hristian faith which are ignored or definitely op- 
posed by faculty members and students in the insti- 
tutions to which the young people are going. What 
can each of us do to help in guarding the faith of 
Christian college students? 
Among the reasons why college students lose their 
faith are the following: 


1.. The. student has a natural desire to speculate 
about the nature of things. During the early years 
of life the chief question is “What?” Later it be- 
comes “Why?” The only way in which young peo- 
ple grow to be intelligent, educated men and women 
is to ask. Asking involves ignorance, and a desire 


to learn. Now it is a perfectly healthy part of the 
lives of young people to want to know the answer 
to fundamental qusations, as well as to those which 
are’ less vital. e can hardly imagine any child 
who would spend more time inquiring about funda- 
mental questions than the boy Jesus, whom we see 
on one occasion—no doubt a typical one — asking 
questions of the religious leaders of his race. 

But it is importaut to remember.in this connection 
that though it is natural ‘to speculate, and natural 
to ask questions, that what is natural is also apt to 
be sinful. The natural thing for the natural man 
to do is to ask questions. But here the sinful side 
of what is natural comes in—it is also natural to 
want fo go too far, and to go too fast in this specu- 
lation and this asking of questions. Certain things 
are kept hidden, temporarily. Certain things are 
only to be learned in certain definite ways, and cer- 
tain answers are to be found only in such places as 
in the words of Christ or other parts of the Bible. 
But the natural man, the sinful man, decides he will 
not wait for his answer, he will not “take an answer 
from some Jew who lived two thousand years ago.” 
And accordingly he goes te modern science, and to 
the speculations built upon modern science. The 
Bible, meanwhile, makes it clear that “the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God.” 
In so far as Christian young people live in the natural, 
they must fail. 


2. It is the definite desire of many college in- 
structors to change what they consider to be the “old- 
fashioned” and false beliefs of students. Those 
persons who have heard of the faith-destroying 
teaching which is given in most present-day colleges 
probably have not exaggerated the matter. The situa- 
tion is probably worse than they realize, and only 
some person of keen vision, such as the author of the 
Series. of articles on “Paganism in Our Modern Uni- 
versities” (by “A Recent: University Graduate,” and 
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which appeared in the columns of The Sunday School 


rom October 5 to November 18), 
who hes oot cane 


attended a modern institution of 
legiate rank, is able to state the situation with 
proper emphasis, It is perilous, indeed, to think 
sending any one to listen to such a' 


tian religion. ; 
It is very important, however, to be fair to the col- 
lege and university professors who are un 
and therefore to state that 
ir lectures and remarks, are not always, or even 
usually, aimed directly at destroying the fai 
students, But professors do not believe 
Christianity. They “make no bones” about stati 
their position, if, asked frankly where they 
Yet in the majority of classrooms no direct a 
are made. Jonah gets his usual comments, equally, 
however, in the class in Philosophy, or in neer- 
ing; remarks about hell are intended to cause a 
smile, and the regular tributes are paid to Cain and 
Methuselah. But in the majority of classrooms 
it is out of the ordinary to hear any. instructor 
arguing directly against the fundamentals of Chris- 


ity. 

But this information is by no means as comf 
as it would seem. Two other courses are f 
which are perhaps equally if not actually more dan- 
gerous. One of these is to make su indirect at- 
tacks upon Christianity. The other is to ignore 
Christianity and Christ in the settling of vital prob- 
lems, Man is treated as of flesh and blood only, his 
religion as the result of the dreams of early p 
toric tribes, and his ideals as having no basis except 
perhaps fear or some other form of selfishness. 

3. It is the definite, direct effort of Satan to pro- 
duce doubt; that is, to try to keep young ate from 
giving their complete allegiance to Christ. Ithough 
the souls of Christian students are beyond his power, 
still if he gain the mastery. of their minds he can do 
much to hinder their usefulness in leading other per- 
sons to Christ in college and later in their lives. 
The use of the word “faith” in the title of this article 
is not primarily the step of faith which these young 
people took when they became Christians. Those who 
know the believer’s salvation is secure from the time 
that he by faith accepted Jesus Christ as his Saviour 
from the guilt of sin do not feel that a Christian 
student who takes up with some false teaching in col- 
lege is in danger of being lost’ While one’s daily 
faith is essential to salvation from the power of sin, 
“His mighty hand” is holding on to us, and so, while 
the daily assurance of salvation is a strength and 
comfort untold, we are not speaking here of faith to 
become a child of God. We are here speaking of our 
purpose to guard the faith, or the belief, of. youn 
people who have gone to college as children of God, 
in fundamental matters — matters in which a belief 
is essential to victory over the power of sin and fo 
leading others to Christ. 

Now it is not a popular doctrine with most people 
to-day to say that doubt is from the Devil. But those 
who believe in a personal Devil on Scriptural and ex- 
perimental grounds will find that he will disguise 
himself as an angel of light. Periods of doubt, which 
come to every one, may be natural, may be necessary 
from one point of view, may even be valuable, from 
another, but at the same time and in some way im- 
possible entirely to explain, it is certain that Satan, 
who has one main purpose in life,—to keep men from 
accepting Christ,— is tremendously interested in these 
times of .doubt. Whether such periods are induced 
entirely by him or not is a question that is difficult to 
answer. But the temptation to doubt the deity and 
lordship of Jesus of Nazareth is to be recognized as 
in some way a definite visit of Satan to a man’s soul. 
If definitely recognized as such, the temptation can 
be met, ofttimes, if not always, in some such direct 
way as is mentioned later. The place of a man’s own 
will in the matter is very directly stated in the fa- 
miliar verse, “If any man willeth to do his will he 
shall know” (John 7:17). 
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The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost, D.D. 
Director for North America of the China Inland Missioa 














I am the Lord that healeth thee (Exod. 15:26). 


HIS text is the Old Testament message for an 

earthly people, whose blessings were largely, 
though not exclusively, in the physical realm. The 
New Testament message fos the heavenly man, Paul, 
where blessing was largely, though not aang 
in the spiritual realm, was this: “My grace is sufh- 
cient for thee.” And it is the same rd in each 
case, with the same love and the same power. : 

But even in the Old Testament Jewish cases, while 
the Lord healed, the healing was not always apart 
from means. It was a Jew who told Naaman to ge 
wash seven times-in the Jordan that he might. 
healed of his leprosy. It was the holy Jew, fsaiah, 
who instructed that a poultice of figs should be made 
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indirect, upon the truths of the Bible and the Chris- 


their class-room work, 
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Acts 1g:1 to 16:5 
for the Jewish king, Hezekiah, in order that he might 
Se feniss and tercee shania tins: bod bran ce 
. healed that he sang his inspired song of praise unto 
_ the Lord. . It was the Lord of the Jews, when the 
yewieh peoebet, Buijsh, was sick and faint, who first 
put him to sleep the juniper tree and then came 
95 Si pat 0.c0e Deleen. cm Bee cole ad 0. Cras 9 
at his head and bade him arise and eat. And 
for such few exceptions in the Old Testament econ- 
sg, Ayers Hg ea He pe a 
other first, God is always sovereign 
to whether he will or will not heat; and second;- he 
is likewise always sovereign in his method of heal- 
ing. to the last — from a New Testament 
pete Re Ft ig en 
e * ly; na 3 4 ae 
_ change of scene; and miraculously “from: all . 
» means. But this, whether it {s- one way or. 





spent from the 8th to the 20th of May with his 

army. He said that hundreds needed to be pre- 
pared for baptism, and he wished me to get as many 
others as possible to help. 

It was providential that other places, planned for, 
had dropped out on account of famine conditions, so 
that I was free to help the General. Besides the ex- 
amination and the teaching of the candidates for bap- 
tism, six meetings were held each day. Three of 
these were held in the large theater. It was grand to 
see the soldiers filling this building three times a day. 
My first meeting was at 7 A. M., and the theater was 
filled with the advanced Christians. I had the same 
audience every morning. The next was at 11 A. M. 
It was led by Mr. Matthews of the China Inland Mis- 
sion. He gave Bible readings, and, though he had a 
different audience ay weg from mine, they were all 
baptized Christians. he third meeting was at one 
o’clock in the afternoon, which was led by my evan- 
gelist, Mr. Su, and the audience was composed of 
inquirers and the new recruits, still unsaved. 

y chairman, each day, was Colonel Jang Tzu 
Hsiang. He is intensely evangelistic. I have mever 
seen a more alive Christian in China. His prayers and 
comments, day by day, were very telling. One day 
he knelt down on the platform before the great 
audience of soldiers, and poured out one of the most 
wonderful prayers that I have ever listened to. He 
seemed about to break down and weep every moment. 
He told me that he must give up the army and go to 
preaching. I told hmm that he ought to ¥o slow, but 
he said, “Haven’t I gone slowly? It is almost two 
years since God moved me to this resolve through 
hearing you in Hunan.” That day he told the General 
about his resolve. The General heartily approved, 
but said he could not | gm spare him from the army 
at the present time. As soon as he can get free from 
the army he will join me in the effort to arouse the 
churches of China and save his people. My talks in 
the theater were mainly on prayer, and these Chris- 
tian soldiers seemed greatly quickened. 

My second meeting was at 4.20 P. M. It was at 
headquarters, for the General, colonels, staff officers, 
and° majors. The General specially requested this 
meeting. My whole effort in this meeting was to in- 
spire these leaders to attempt still greater. things for 
the salvation of their people, and to have unshaken 
faith that. the grace of their God was abundantly 
sufficient. My third posing was at 5 P. M. It was 
for the officers and N. C. O.’s. My.teaching in this 
meeting was almost altogether on the Holy Spirit. 

This is the fourth time that I have been with the 
army, or with: portions of it. “It seems that if we 
continue to give the army this truth much longer, it 
will turn the whole force into a preaching band. For 
now the General, four of the colonels, and one of the 
majors say they are pressed to give up the army and 
go to preaching. We-cautioned them to consider this 
matter very thoroughly, since the Lord has so abun- 
dantly used them already, and is preparing them for 
greater saving influence in their land. The General 
told me that he intended to start an organization in 
the army for the training of evangelists. The 
General and his officers have decided to send Colonel 
Jang She Shen as their representative evangelist to go 
through the armies of China. They are going to raise 
his salary, while the Milton Stewart Fund is going to 
pay his traveling expenses. The officers would gladly 
have undertaken the whole expense, but, poor fellows, 
they have not received any pay for over a year, and 


A: THE earnest request of General Feng, I 
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ies are so uncertain that they have faced 

ee ene several times lately. P 

Ce Pigg army is more. enti to the name of 
than 


Miran ae wesotingeh thier ta tas aii, ond ne 
on in and on 
oa aft nag Bacape ara, in ise ag ~ 
ters, rom r 
most » tenant Wend a6 Get, tock as, 
“God so lov the world,” “A new commandment give 
. I unto ” “Put on whole. armor of. God. ¢ 
Tix ahi Mei san conedian Wiaes toads of tuned. bet 
road-repairing ; I have seen them at drill; I have seen 
them .at their sports; and have never heard a . foul 
sees ak Ssiene eee: Gar Save 2 pete vio 
They seem as as is as one 
mi remar “the pi se are like a happy 
porn a Wer ie eo ee 
on s come in an 
audi there is no buffoonery. No audience could 


jence 
be better behaved. ‘ 
On the fifteenth day we the first meeting at 
6.15 A. M., and baptized nine hundred and sixty pees 
with help of other missionaries, we hel 
eleven communion services, at which four thousan 
six hundred and six officers and men commemora 
the dying love of their Saviour. 


- baptized had been under instruction for at least a 


_ The General seemed wonderfully pleased to 
see his boys come forward in such numbers to con- 
fess the Lord-in baptism. The colonels served every 
one all day, and never seemed to tire. The joy of the 
Lord was their strength. 

The last meeting closed at 6.15 P. M. It was per- 
haps the greatest day of the Lord China has ever 
seen, but there are greater days ahead if the Lord 
tarry. May God inspire many young lives to come 
over to China and share in them. There were many 
missionaries, some with their children, present at 
the meetings. The General had them all over for 
dinner. His wife sat at one end of the long table, he 
at the other. The colonels sat here and there among 
the missionaries. The army “has now been sent 
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west to the province of Shensi, there, too, to be like 
a city set on a hill for the glory of God. 
KixuncsBAN, So. Honan, CHIN, 


Every Youth in Town in the Baraca! 


gh egicaigion someet Se Raggy class sete 
recen langer, 
Carolina, Baraca Class, the result being an increase 


The town of Erlanger has 1,200 


of 194 members. The class has a membersh' 
of Mies when the contest farted is od, only 4 
‘ tants, so 


ible that every young-man in the town is a 


This plan used to increase the membership was a 
“trip” to the Holy Land on two eiiog,_ epeed the 
Goorye Washington and the Victory. crews of 
the s were taken from the original class. They 
adopted their colors, elected officers, and decided that 


the trip to the Holy Land was 6,000 miles, ma 


24,000 miles for both sides to travel to get there an 
back. new member would propel the ship 100 
miles, each time -he attended after joining propelled 
the ship rye and a visitor counted 25 miles for 
the crew that brought him, 

The contest lasted five Sundays. Both crews ex- 
ceeded their expectations in the number of members 
they enrolled; both ships made the round trip to the 
Holy Land and started back on their second vo 
A “wireless” was received saying: “The red ship Vic- 
tory, 3,500 miles out at sea and out of fuel. The 
George Washington reached a Mediterranean port out 
of fuel, both expect to get enough fuel to get them 
safely back to the home port next Sunday.” 

At the beginning of the contest the enrolment was 
73; at the close it was 267, making a total increase 
re) 194, the George Washington, 147; Victory, 120. 
The Erlanger Baraca Class challenges any Baraca 
class in the state to keep them from bringing back 
the loving cup and banner from the state convention! 
—Charles A, McAlpine, Syracuse, N. Y 





Do Little Children Need Conversion? - 


How Sunday-school teachers may co- 
operate with guardian angels 


By D. M. Panton 


—— 





get the older pupils really to study the lesson. There are many problems, indeed, but they are little in comparison 


Are you a discouraged Sunday-school teacher ? _It is so hard to get the little ones a attention ; it is so hard to 


with the tremendous possibilities. You will get-a new vision of the privilege of being a 


“school teacher, as 


you read this study by Mr. Panton. 


defines forever our attitude to Christian 
children. Jesus says: “Whoso shall receive 

one such little child”’— accept into love and fellow- 
ship; receive into alf that for which the Church of 
God stands —“in My name”— because he belongs to 
Me; not through natural affection or pity, but because 
the child is also a child of God,—“receiveth Me” 
(Matt. 18:5), for the child of whom Jesus speaks is 
a child in whom he dwells, a temple of the Holy Ghost. 
The next sentence decisively proves our Lord’s 
meaning; he is not speaking of children in general, but 
of “little ones that believe in Me.’ So here is the 
great canon of reception, the Magna Charta of 
catholicity, as it is applied to little children: we are 
to receive all, of any age, who have the same Christ 
as we; who reproduce the sime likeness; who love 
the same Lord; in whom we see ourselves, for we see 


O« Lord’s canon of reception of a little child 


Christ. Converted children are to be accepted into- 


church fellowship, and to share all the privileges of 
the children of God : for their standing (as distinct 
from their walk) is every whit as good as that of the 
oldest and ripest saint. 

Our Lord now reveals the extraordinary sensitive- 
ness with which he watches how we handle little be- 
lievers. He says: “But whoso shall cause one of these 
little ones which believe in me to stumble”’— to 
backslide; to relapse into sin and unbelief; to drift 
out into the cold world again —“it is profitable for 
him”— as a lesser penalty than that which he must 
meet hereafter, “that a great millstone”— attached 
for its tremendous weight, so as not only to drown, 
but that the corpse may never rise to honorable 
burial —“should be hanged about his neck, and that 
he should be sunk in the depth of the sea.” 

There are passages in Scripture the awfulness of 
which has néver been faced by the Church of Christ: 
this is one: this utterance builds a wall of fire about 
the little ones, so that he that touches them touches 
the apple of God’s eye. A young believer, especially 
a child-believer, opens pure and innocent eyes on 
everything: his new-born spirit is peculiarly sensi- 
tive to a word of praise or a snub; like a tender sap- 
ling a knife can so. wound that the plant will droop 
for years. Our Lord, therefore, oes an astound- 
ing revelation. So cruel is the sin, so ruinous to 
child-life,. that it rouses a wrath in the children’s 
Father which will be happily escaped if the penalty is 
only death. 

But. our Lord is not-content: with this tremendous 


revelation of the peril of contempt. He now draws 
aside the veil from the unseen world the more deeply 
to impress on our minds how God regards youthful 
believers. “See that ye despise not”—a sin which 
myriads of us disciples have inherited from the 
apostles —“one of these little ones; for J say unto 
you”—a revelation depending on the Divine knowl- 
edge of a Prince familiar with the court ceremonial 
of the Palace—“that in heaven their angels”— the 
guardian angels of young believers—“do always 
behold”— have constant access to—‘“the face of my 
Father which is in heaven.” 

Jesus doés not say that we are not to be guarded 
with the young hearts, but not to despise them: a 
child’s natural wish to please; his utter inexperience 
of spiritual things; his natural confusion of wish 
with will, of emotion with conversion —all,these call 
for the most watchful care; but it must be the care of 
sympathy, not the cold care of contempt. 

Before the German empire fell, seven high officers 
of state, and seven only, had the right of direct ap- 
emg to the Kaiser at any moment: so deep is God’s 
ove for the little ones, so critical their danger, so 
constant their need of special attention, that their 
oe angels have an access at any moment to 

od, which is not allowed to all angels. Child be- 
lievers can look upon angels, and call them theirs: 
they cannot be despised with impunity whose guard- 
ians are so influential. 

If angels concentrate on such service to the little 
ones, how much more may we; if heaven putts such 
honor on believing children, how much more should 
we; if God holds himself in readiness to act for them 
at any moment, so should we; for (it is well to re- 
member) their angels can lodge reports with God 
that may be very grave for us. Enormous dignity 
is thus cast, not only on the little ones themselves, 
but on the human collaborators with the angels. It 
is reported in a recent census of Baptist churches in 
Chicago that 30 percent of the members are in at- 
tendance on Sunday morning; 10 percent in the eve- 
ning; only 4 percent are personal workers; and these 
4 percent are practically all Sunday-school teachers. 
The souls that are most faithful to the little ones 
are the souls that are most faithful to the Lord of 
their angels. So wherever there is a child who is 
a child of God, there is Bethel —angels ascending 
and descending from an open heaven. 

So our Lord gives his final revelation on child- 
life. He says: “Even so it is not the will of your 
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Father which is in heaven, that one of these little 
ones should perish.” thus honors the little 
ones not because they are innocent, or born sinless, 
or are not, even in sweetest childhood, corrupt; on 
contrary, the Lord shows the peril even of a little 
child — “that one of these little ones perish,” That an 
infant —the most sinless of all natural human life 
the child at its whitest — dies, is fatal and final proof 
of possessed, because inherited, sin, Mr, ?_— 
ner says: “An examination of the four spels 
ields this result. all the recorded sayings of the 
aviour, he never™once uses the phrase ‘c ild-con- 
version. A further examination of the books and 
the Epistles showss that, in the whole New Testa- 
ment, not once is the term ‘conversion’ applied to a 
child.” The child, Mr. Bonner- says, is to come to 
Christ; but he is to come unconverted, because he 
needs no conversion. 

But our Lord’s teaching is profoundly different. 
It is children whom our Lord here compares to lost 
sheep: Child-murderers grow commoner every year. 
But the truth our Lord reveals is still more startling. 
So far from child-conversion being untrue, it is ex- 
actly the child that God is supremely saving: incom- 
parably more boys and girls are being. converted than 
any one else. 

In an inquiry made by the Sunday School Union 
some years ago throughout all parts of the United 
Kingdom, the result showed that, while the aver- 
age of life is forty-six years, if we take half of this, 
twenty-three years, 89 percent of the males and 
owas of the females made their decision for Christ 

fore this age. Nor is it only conversion that can 
be effected in the most tender and impressionable 
years. Twenty-five foreign missionaries, when con- 
versing together, found that twenty-four out of the 
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twenty-five had dedicated themselves to their _life- 
work before the age of fourteen. King Louis IX of 
France, when found once instructing a little kitchen 
lad, and asked why he did it, replied: “The mean- 
est person has a soul as precious as my own; and 
bought with the same blood of Christ.” 

So child-conversion is one of the supreme facts 
of life. Here is the testimony of a man of God. 
“I cannot help remembering when the Lord dealt with 
me as a child. If there was a child who knew the 
power of sin, I did. Tenderly cared for, and kept 
from all sorts of evil company, there seemed in 
me as if the great deeps within my nature were 
broken up in vast masses of sin and rebellion against 
God.” o was this? Perhaps the prince of 
preachers since Paul — Spurgeon. 

A tiny child was converted in one of the Western 
States of America. A friend came in and said to 
her father before her, “It’s all nonsense to say your 
Annie is converted; she was always a little angel: 
if it had been old Dan Hunter now, I could have 
believed it.” The child heard these words; and she 
went to the old man’s hovel, told him of the Sav- 
iour she had found, and asked if he did not need one 
too. Who shall put limits to the winning power of 
a littleechild? Old. Dan Hunter could not stand it, 
but burst into tears, and cried, “Lord, ha’ mercy on 
the worst of sinners!” Annie left the old man prais- 
ing God for salvation; and afterward Dan Hunter 
went everywhere, a ae the same Gospel that 
saved Annie Gale that has saved me; for the Lord 
who took the little children and blessed them, saves 
the chief of sinners, too. ause you see,” said 
the oid man, “‘him that cometh unto me,’ he has 
said, ‘I will in no wise cast out.’” 


Norwicu, Enc. 
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What Our Bible Institutes Meant to Us 


Testimonies from students who were prepared for teaching, 
home and city missions, and other service, in these schools 





That the Bible Institute has firmly established for all time its place of service and influence, is evidenced by such 
enthusiastic testimonies as those given on this page. If you are contemplating definite Christian service, have you 
thoroughly considered whether or not God may be leading you to a course of study in a Bible school > 


From Student to Bible Institute. Teacher.—At the 
age of eighteen I found myself in touch with God. 
A Y. M. C. A. secretary gave me John 5:24. ‘The 
Holy Spirit used it to my conversion, while walking 
home from the department store where I was em- 
ployed as a clerk. A few weeks later I came into the 
parlor of a city boarding house, which I called home, 
with my slide trombone under my arm. I had just 
returned from band practice. In the parlor were 
gathered a number of roomers listening to a Bible 
teacher, who also roomed there. They were asking 
amen about the Lord’s return. He was turning 


rom one passage to another answering their ques-. 


tions, 

Two things impressed me. First he said Jesus 
might return at any time. This I had never heard be- 
fore. The second was the fact that he knew his 
Bible as I used to know my old arithmetic. He 
seemed to know where every subject was located 
and turned readily to it. 

As I went to my room that night I tried to find 
some of the passages on the second coming of our 
Lord; but after reading in several places and not 
= wr them I was disgusted with myself. Then 
and there I determined to know my Bible. Imme- 
dately a — passion to study the Bible was created 
in me. The nearest Bible school was seven hundred 
miles away. I began praying to God, and workee. 
, Within a year the way was opened to enter a Bible 
institute. I remained two years. The course in per- 
sonal work opened my eyes to the opportunities of 
soul-winning all about me. The “doctrine of God” 
and -the teaching of the Holy Spirit, together with 
the new vision of the Person and work of Christ, 
set me on fire for the lost and began to build up my 
faith, The Word of God became a veritable mine of 
truth. It became increasingly fascinating. The more 
I studied and_ meditated * W: it, the more I had to 
give it out. The Word of God literally “burned in 
my bones.” I could not keep it to myself. Its truths 
brought such joy to my soul that I had to pass them 
on _to others. 

This love for the study. of the Bible has continued 
for twenty-seven years. God is still giving out the 
Word of Truth through me as superintendent of the 
evening school of one of the largest Bible schools 
in this country, where I see daily the effect of the 
study of the Bible on the lives and service of youn 
people. Only eternity will reveal the blessing ual 
far-reaching results of that course of study in a 
Bible institute—A California Bible Institute Teacher. 


When I Overheard an Institute Worker.—I was 
brought up in a Christian home by a Christian father 


and mother, and always attended Sunday-school and 


church, but my thoughts. were far from God. -My 
place of business was in New York City, and it was 
my custom to attend different meetings which were 
being held on Madison Square. ese meetings 
were conducted by Socialists, atheists, Bolshevists, 
and the like, but at the same time a Bible institute 
also had its workers on the firing line. It was while 
listening to speakers from this Bible institute‘ that I 
saw the need of having more Christian workers, but 
as I had only been converted a short time and had 
very little knowledge of the Scriptures, I made in- 
quiries as to where I could study the Bible, and I 
was told of the evening classes of a school for Chris- 
tian workers which were being held at the Bible in- 
stitute. . 

It was while studying here that I gained much 
knowledge of the Bible and also discovered that God 
called me to give all of my time to his service, so 





Mixing Pills with Prayer 

If you as a Christian were in need of medical 
treatment, and knew that there was a physician 
in your city who never attended a patient with- 
out prayer for guidance in the treatment of the 
case; who never made a diagnosis without tele- 
graphing heavenward an earest plea that he 
might discover the right symptoms; and that 
he was unusually successful in treating all his 
cases, even very baffling ones oftentimes—would 
you or would you not feel led to commit your 
own case into such hands ? 

The history of the practise of medicine has 
left records of many Christian physicians, and in 
the next issue of The Sunday School Times, un- 
der the title, “Mixing Pills with Prayer,” will 
speeee an autobiographical sketch of such a 

loctor. 


How he usually gets the answer as he prays 
for illumination in emergency cases of a critical 
nature is not the least striking feature of his story ; 
and the article is illustrated by instances of how 
God has used him to win patients for his Lord 
and Master. You will aot ‘wish to miss this 
little life story “By a Christian Physician.” 
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therefore I began to prepare myself for service on 
the foreign field. 

I praise God for my Bible institute, and I also 
praise him that there are similar institutions where 
ge of* God is proclaimed—A New Jersey 

er. 


Se eset co 

version or te Bi ining, 
did not know where such training could be had. One 
day a lady told me about a Bible institute, and in- 
vited me to attend one of the classes. I visited the 
school, and was so favorably impressed that I en- 
rolled in the evening classes. 
' Pag ty & the Soe com I heard pall pn Ragan 
ife, an t S$ a purpose Pp or every 
life. A few weeks later v srrantres my life, plans 
and ambition to him, and in exchange he has laid 
a burden on my heart for the heathen in Africa. 

The way has been opened so that I may, now at- 
tend the day classes and prepare for mission work 
for that distant land, if Jesus tarries—A Philadel- 
phia Girl. 


Help from Two Bible Schools.—At the age of six- 
teen I became a Sunday-school teacher. I always 
went before my class with fear and trembling be- 
cause of a sense of my ignorance and inability to do 
what I felt was a great work. 

I was continually on the l6okout for whatever 
would aid me in teaching. Books and teacher-train- 
ing courses were studied, Schools of methods were 
taken advantage of. _ 

But teaching was still hard work. In 1913 I at- 
tended a Bible institute, taking a_two-years’ course. 
The Bible became a new book. Since then Sunday- 
school teaching has been easy. There is always a 
message which must be told. 

The greatest blessing to me was to learn that 
salvation is all of grace, apart from works. I haa 
been taught that we are saved by faith in the shed 
blood of Jesus Christ, but that in order to keep saved 
we must “hold out faithful.” 

After leaving that Bible institute I took a two- 
years’ course at another. I praise God for Bible 
schools.—A Philadelphia Teacher. 


When the Spirit Came to Abide.—As a child God 
called me into his service. My parents were not 
Christians, although they were regular church at- 
tendants, I had a godly grandmother. When ten 
years of age I was converted,and united with: the 
church. If I had had some one to direct me at that 
time I should have entered my life work at an earlier 
date. Out of much sorrow and trial God led me into 
his divine will for my life. Night after night I tossed 
upon my bed, unable: to’ 'sleép,' because ‘I -warited “to 


‘earn the’ money- with: which' I might pay the expenses , 


of a Bible school course rather than trust God by 
his Spirit to lead me: es 

One night after a restless time I slipped to my 
knees and said, “Oh, I pray Thee, just’ show me 
what to do and I will obey.” Then I returned to my 
bed and slept like a child until morning. In the 
morning He made it plain to me as soon as I awak- 
ened that I must go before the admission committee 
of a Bible training school in my city, and at the same 
time there came a card from my pastor with only 
these words: 


“My Dear Sister :—The Lord loves to be trusted, 
Your believing Pastor.” 


This strengthened my decision and I went that 
very morning to see the chairman of the admission 
committee. I told my experience, and that while 
I had not the money on hand for my expenses, I had 
faith that the need would be supplied if they had 
faith enough to receive me in this way. They were 
women who knew how to trust God, and in two 
weeks’ time I had been received as a student and was 
giving all of my time to the Word of God and to 
life. in the school, 

What a blessed place it was tome! A new life began 
for me. Soon we were having lessons on the Holy 
Spirit from two or three different teachers who had 
either taken up the subject in connection with some 
other subject or as a special study. While I under- 
stood intellectually, I could not digest them, and did 
not understand how to make them a part of my life. 

A physician who was attending me during an attack 
of pneumonia was a godly woman, and when she 
came to my room alone I told her my troubles. She 
Said it is just knowing that there is a Holy Spirit 
and that he will come to live in your heart. 

She knelt beside my bed and prayed, and the great- 
est event of my life then took place. He came in to 
abide. One of my fellow-students, seeing the chan 
and wonderful joy, said, “You are happy, but it 
may not last.” Then 2 began to look for a promise 
and found John 14:16, last clause, “That he ma 
abide with you forever,” and I learned that through 
trust and obedience this promise was mine, for all 
of the unknown days. 

There have been many more times of refreshing 
and revealing. Life is one blessed interview with 
him; trials and testings only work out his purpose. 
To him be the glory — when my studies were end 
my bills were all pve, Truly he kad, led me and 
supplied every need. He has opened places of sery- 
ice also—A City Missionary. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
“By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 
aneettsh—_% would obtain ease from my 
én.” 
orldly-wiseman—"Yea, the, saewe is 1 
hand. ... yonder village vi is namec 
Morality), e dwells a gentleman, wae mate fo 
ity, e udicious man, and a- ; 
goed name, that has shill to help men off with Such 
urdens as thine.” 


prec Aga which is my way to this honest 
man’s house : 

at tiny rong that hili you must go, and 
the first you come to is his.” 

So Christian turned out of his way to go to Mr. 
Legality’s house for he But behold, when he was 
‘got now hard by the hill, it seemed so high, and also, 
that side of it that was next the wayside did oy so 
much over, that Christian was afraid to venture fur- 
ther, lest the hill should fall on his head. His bur- 
den now seemed heavier to him than while he was in 
the way: There came also flashes of fire out of the 
hill, that made Christian afraid he should be burned 
(Exod. 19:16, 18; Heb. 12:21); here therefore he 
sweat, and did efor fear.... | : 

And with t he saw Evangelist coming to 
meet him. .. . Then said Evangelist, “Now the just 
shall live by faith.”—Pilgrim’s Progress. 

This bit of Bunyan, followed by quoting the com- 
ment in Family Worship for Monday, might be a 
good way to focus the attention of the class on the 
question that necessitated the holding of the Council 
of Jerusalem. 

Our Background Material 

.. Ins natin a threefold division of this lesson, 
Mrs. re (1) thinks it would be well to sketch, 
as it were, hasty silhouettes of some of the leadi 
men in the three groups —(1) the delegation of legal- 
istic Jews from Jerusalem to Antioch, (2) the depu- 
tation. from Antioch to the Jerusalem Council, and 
(3) the sonnel of the chief men of the Council 
itself. df course the pen-picture of the Judaizers 
would have to be a sort of composite picture. 

James’ is mentioned both by Mrs. Askew (4) and 
also in the Prophecy in This Lesson, but a concordance 
and a good Bible Soy, should be consulted in 
order to piece together the full Bible biographies of 
James and Barnabas, as also of Mark an 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain pasagrepne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Israel had been called “to be a witness to the unity 
of God in the midst of universal idolatry (Deut. 6: 
4; Isa. 43: 10-12); to illustrate the blessedness of 
serving the true God (Deut. 33: 26-29); to receive 
and preserve the divine revelations (Rom. 3:1, 2; 
Deut. 4: 5-8); and to produce the Messiah (Gen, 3: 
15; ty eh 145 = 2 Sam. 7:16, 17; Isa. 
a3 4; tt. 1:2). ut when, in the economy of 

, it te Hoan + Lat ge meal ig @ a the vast 
stream of humanity, Is orgot that purpose 
of this was that God might at get eens the great 
a ee mo — a = Pig ay Fe 
ish, haughty, absolute orgetful of its - 
intended destiny, which was through Abraham to 
bless all the nations of the earth. And so when that 
blessing, through the death, resurrection and ascension 
of our Lord, Abraham’s descendant after the flesh, be- 
gan to burgeon forth during the first missionary jour- 
ney of Paul and Barnabas, mae f Christian Jews could 
not understand how God could work so wondrously 
and freely apart from the Mosaic code with its rit- 
uals and ceremonies. And so. these “certain men” 
(v. 1) declared that the rites and usages which had 
their foundation in the Mosaic law must be complied 
with before one could be saved. 

The brilliant manner in which Dr. Griffith 
Thomas has alliteratively analyzed the lesson will 
help the teacher to make the proper condensation 
(The Lesson’s Main Message, first six paragraphs). 

How to make the troublous question of legality, 
insisted upon by those Judaizers from Jerusalem, 
— to a class of girls is explained by -Mrs, As- 

ew (3). 

A generous amount of time was allowed to the 
Judaizing disputants (15:7), and then Peter told 
how God had used him to open the door to the Gen- 
tiles, following his statement with an unanswerable 
argument. Paul and Barnabas did not argue at all, 
but simply made an overwhelming statement about 
God’s miracle and wonder working (15:12) which 
is better than argument, while James, taking the floor 


imothy. 











Acts 15:1 to 16:5 


Golden Text.—But we believe that we shall be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus.—Acts 15 : 12 
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Memory Verse : We are God's fellow-workers.-1 Cor. 3:9, 
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for the purpose, brings the proceedings to a climax 
owen. in the Spirit, how it is all a fulfilment 
of prophecy (The eeopeny in This Lesson). 

Paul never reced from the position he took 
here. It requires tremendous courage to stand alone 
(Dr. Thomas, III; 3), Paul always did so on this 
point, even though it arose in in the history of 
the Apostolic Church, like a Banquo’s ghost, as we 
shall doubtless see in further Pauline studies, _ 

A most unfortunate thing occurred in the fiérce 
controversy between Paul and his brother Barna- 
bas over Mark’s going, but while there may be defeats 
in battle, there can never be conquest in war of the 
soldiers of the Cross, as Dr. Smellie (1) points out. 

It was a clash between Paul’s zeal and Barnabas’ 
trustfulness. Paul felt that no risk must be taken, 
such as a possible second defection on the part of 
Mark, who had withdrawn from the first missionary 
journey, because perhaps he feared robbers and other 
dangers that lurked by the wild wayside, or for some 
other reason, not clearly stated in Luke’s account 
(15:38). Paul didn’t want to take any chances on 
a “quitter” (Mr. Ridgway; 1). But Mark did event- 
ualy make good, becoming necessary even to Paul’s 
comfort in fis later years (Mr. Smith, in “Say, Fel- 
lows—,” 3; Dr. Thomas, under his heading, “The 
Dissension,” in Lesson’s Main Message). 

“Barnabas” was a nicknam is name was Joses— 
“the Son of Consolation,” Spirit-directed, no doubt, 
and for him to have refuse to give Mark another 
chance would have been for him to deny his very 
name and nature (Mr. Smith, 2). 

It is not necessary to conclude that either man was 
guilty of sin in this contention, “sharp” though it was, 
‘One need not decide who was right here, Paul or 
Barnabas. There was something to say on both 
sides,” declares Dr. A. T. Robertson, in:his fine book, 
“Epochs in the Life of Paul” (Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, New York, 31.50). 

The sympathy of the early church seems to have 
been with Paul, and the Spirit guided Luke to write 
the history of Paul’s eg not that of Barnabas, 
though it does not follow from this that Barnabas 
may not have been greatly blessed in his own minis- 
try. Paul afterward alluded to Barnabas (1 Cor. 9: 
6), referring with seeming commendation to the fact 

at he was still at. wor God overruled the sep- 
aration in sending out two missionary parties now in- 
stead of one (Dr. Thomas’ point, e Division” ; 
Dr, Smellie, 5; Mrs. Askew, 5). 

tf you have been out on a tramp with your boys’ 
class this summer, why not couple that experience and 
this lesson in an effort to persuade your boys to put 
their lives into a great “missionary hike’? (Mr. 
Smith, 1.) The two separating apostles agreed to 
divide up the territory over which they had at first 
started to travel together, Barnabas taking the in- 
sular route and Paul the continental route (Dr. 
Thomas under his point, “The Development”). 





LESSON 8. PAUL PREPARES FOR WORLD CONQUEST 


There have been some remarkable Bible teams of 
two in which an old and a young man were yoked 
together, and the case of Paul and Timothy is one of 
them (Mr. Ridgway, 2; Dr. Smellie, 6). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Peter, in his address in the Council, is very clearly 
agreeing to all that Paul had maintained (Dr. Smellie, 
1, 2) about the admission of the Gentiles into the 
Church of Christ a from Mosaic ceremonial. 
Faith had purified the heart of Cornelius and his 
household; circumcision was an outward observance 
of the law, and was of no account when the heart 
was clean before Him “who knoweth the heart” (15: 
8). And he who knoweth the heart purifieth the 
heart by faith (15:9). “He died to make our hearts 
clean; and He lives to keep them clean.” Are we rest- 
>. Fag pias weight on this great truth? (Round- 

able, 1. 


Teaching Pointe 

Peter is never in mentioned in New Testament 
history (although he is, of course, in New Testament 
letters). Peter had opened the door of the Gospel 
to the Gentiles, and now Paul is to be the great mis- 
sionary to the Gentiles and the history henceforth 
focuses upon him, 

“All things that God had done with them” (15: 4): 
“the preposition (meta) implies that the apostles 
deemed themselves fellow-workers with God (com- 
pare Mark 16:20), but that they were only instru- 
ments whom God employed is also shown in verse 12, 
where the same labors are spoken of as ‘what God 
had wrought meee the Gentiles by (dia) them.’ ”— 
The Cambridge Bible. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why was it “down” to Antioch when it was north 
of Jerusalem? (Mrs. Askew, 2.) 

Is the quarrel between Paul and’ Barnabas any 
justification for a quarrel between brethren now- 
adays? 

What were the reasons for and the purposes of 
iz) second missionary journey? (Dr. Thomas, II], 

Have you yet discovered a preacher, in your class 
or congregation? (16: 1-3.) 

Why did not Paul and Barnabas wait for another 
revelation of the Holy Spirit to spur them on to their 
second missionary tour? (Compare Acts 13:2 with 
Acts 15: 36.) 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe Princrpte or AppLicaTion.—Lead pupils 
to mane practical and personal applications of 
truth. ° 











ag td a that the present lesson begins at 
the beginning of Acts 15, we shall find it nec- 
essary, as usual, to recognize also that our principle 
is not to be used independently of other principles. 
There must be an adaptation of the applications to 
the different grades and ages. For those of us 
who are older, the Jerusalem council offers sugges- 
tions of great worth. Great church councils do well 
to read this Scripture at the forefront of their de- 
liberations. Make clear to your class that the ques- 
tion before that council was by no means a one-sided 
one, but that the spirit of Christian brotherhood so 
controlled the important discussions that at the close 
of it all they could write a letter to the Antioch 
church saying, “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit, 
and to us .. .” Again, let us not overlook their 
respect for the men that had “hazarded their lives 
for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

That a sharp contention should arise between these 
very two who had hazarded their lives for Christ 
seems like an anti-climax, but it is a proof that they 
were still human, and the record of it adds to the 
trustworthiness ‘of the Word. However, let us note 
that neither of them sulked from the work nor de- 
preciated the work of the other. : 

Let the young people note that God gave John 
Mark another chance, and he came back even to 
Paul’s favor (2 Tim. 4:11); but let them note also 
the fine opportunity that came to the young man 
Timothy, who was willing to endure hardness at once 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





HE next four lessons are on the Second Mis- 
sionary Journey. But before that work com- 
menced, a great problem had to be solved by the 
entire Church, and it is this that occupies most of 
the Scripture given for this lesson. 
lL. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The Difficulty (vs. 1, 2). Some of the narrow 
Jewish_ disciples insisted that the Gentiles must be- 
come Jews first of all as a condition of salvation. 
This question caused great difference of opinion at 
Antioch, and it was decided to send Paul and Barna- 
bas with others to Jerusalem to take counsel on this 
question. 

The Deputation (vs. 3, 4). As they journeyed to 
Jerusalem they told the story of what had happened 
in their missionary work (chaps. 13, 14), and the re- 
sult was great joy and satisfaction. When they ar- 
rived in Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church 
and again told what God had done with them. 

The Deliberation (vs. 5,6). Then the narrow breth- 
ren brought forward their contention, and the re- 
sult was a careful consideration of the matter by 
the leaders of the church. 

The Discussion (vs. 72). First came Peter with 
his story of what God had done through him and 
the conclusion to which he had come as a result of 
this new experience (vs. Fy A Then followed the 
testimony of Barnabas and Paul as to what they 
had been permitted to do among the Gentiles (v. 12). 
Last of all came the address of James, the president, 
who, after quoting Scripture, drew the conclusion 
that it was not essential for the Gentiles to become 
Jews in order to become Christians, so long as they 
were true to God in other respects (vs. 13-21). 

The Decision (vs. 22-29.) The result of this con- 
ference was that the entire church sent a letter to 
Antioch telling the Christians there that the narrow 
brethren who had been causing the trouble had not 
been authorized to speak in this way, and that it 
seemed good to lay upon the Gentiles no other bur- 
den than certain necessary things. 

The Delight (vs. 30-35). The return to Antioch 
and the reception of the letter was a cause of great 
joy, and the work of the church went forward in 
a very satisfactory way. 

The Dissension (vs. 36-39). After some little 
time, Paul proposed to return and visit the places 
where they had preached during their First Journey. 
Barnabas, with natural feelings towards his nephew, 
Mark, wished to take the latter, but Paul remembered 
what had happened (13:13), and would not agree. 
The outcome was a sharp contention and a severance 
of the two friends. 

The Division (vs. 40, 41). God overruled this dif- 
ference, and thus two parties of missionaries were 
sent out instead of one. The church seems to have 
sided with Paul, but it would also seem as though 
Mark in due course learned his lesson, for he was 
afterwards spoken of warmly by Paul as “useful” 
(2 Tim. 4:11). 

The Development (16:1-5). As Paul journeyed 
through what we now call Asia Minor, he arrived 
at Lystra and found a certain young man there named 
Timothy. He was a Christian, having been inter- 
ested from early days by his mother and grandmother 
(2 Tim. 1:5), though, apparently, he had been defi- 
nitely led to Christ by Paul (2 Tim. 1:2). Thus, 
instead of Mark, Timothy became Paul’s companion, 
and was like a son to a father. The result of the 
journey from place to place was that the churches 
were strengthened in the faith and ere constantly 


‘increasing in numbers. 


Devotional Reading : Isaiah 35: 1-10. A picture 
of the future, which may, however, be applied spir- 
itually to Christian work to-day. (1) The glorious 
prospect, verses 1-3. (2) The strong encouragement, 
verse 4. (3) The great blessing, verses 5, 6. (4) 
The wonderful transformation, verses 7, 8. (5) The 
perfect safety, verse 9. (6) The abundant joy, verse 
10. 

Books.—Commentaries on Acts: Walker (Macmil- 
lan, New York, $2); Erdman (Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, $1) ; Hackett (American Baptist Pub- 
lication Society, Philadelphia, $2). For the Council 
of Jerusalem, see also “St. Paul, the Traveller and 
Roman Citizen,” by Sir William M. Ramsay (George 
P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, $3.50); Davis’ Bible 
Dictionary, Articles: Jerusalem and other places, and 
“Gentiles” (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $4) ; 
Stirling’s “Atlas of the Acts and Epistles” (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York, 75 cts.), pp. 11-13. 

(The prices of books, owing to unusual publish- 


ing conditions, are necessarily subject to change 
without notice.) 


Il. Reference Material 
Galatians 2:11-21; §:1-26; Ephesians 2:4-22. 
1. Galatians 2: 11-21. Peter and Paul. -(1) Weak- 
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Galati : 1-26. The purpose, ; 
@) the peril, verses ast ta) the power, ane = 


10; (2) grace uniting, verses 11-17; grace in- 
troducing, verses 18, 19; (4) grace upbuilding, verses 
20-22, 


Ill. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: Revisiting Friends in 
Asia Minor. It was natural that Paul should wish 
to go once more to see the places and the people where 
he had been so greatly blessed of God. 


(1) Why did he wish to go? For three reasons. 
(a) The personal ties between him and his converts 
were always close, his heart being drawn out to 
them. (6) He had a keen interest in their Christian 
life, baa above everything that they should be 
true. (c) He was also intensely in earnest about 
their conduct, that they should prove to others the 
genuineness of their profession of faith. (1) 


(2) What were the specific purposes of his re- 
visit? Three in number. (a) He wished to make 
sure that his converts wefe continuing in the faith. 
(6) He was also anxious that they should be con- 
stantly making progress in Christian experience and 
life. (¢) In the midst of danger he was keenly 


3. Ephesians 2: 4-22. (1) Grace vee verses 4- 
i 


anxious for them to be protected against error (Acts ° 


16: 4, 5). ( 


2. Young People and Adults: Paul Champions 
Christian Liberty. A careful study of Acts 15: 1-14, 
19-21, shows that the difficulty was acute and that 
much depended upon Paul maintaining his position 
on behalf of the Gentile Christians. For them to 
have been subjected to the ordinances of the Jews 
would have limited Christianity and made it only 
a Jewish sect. This is the great theme of the entire 
Epistle to the Galatians, which, according to Ramsay 
and others, was written to these very churches in 
Asia Minor which were founded by Paul during his 
first journey. (1) The preat Pie (15: 1-14). 
The liberty was twofold, that of direct approach to 
God without any intermediary or interference, and 
also the freedom of a constant appeal to God. Sal- 
vation was to be by faith and not by works. (2) The 
problem considered. The way in which the discus- 
sion is seen to have proceeded at the Council shows 
the intense feeling and the immense importance of 
the question. Peter and James both realized that 
Paul was essentially right. (3) The problem solved 
(vs. 19-21). The decision at Jerusalem was a vic- 
tory for freedom over bondage, breadth over nar- 
rowness, universality over mere nationality. And so 
the coaty thus gained by means of Paul’s testimony 
affected the whole of Christianity at that time and has 
left its mark on it until this day. (3) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The Golden Text includes what is perhaps the 
greatest word in the whole Bible, “Grace,” because 
more clearly than any other it shows God’s attitude 
and action toward us in Christ. Grace means first 
graciousness in the Giver, and then gratitude in the 
receiver. God’s attitude to man is full of grace be- 
cause man is guilty through sin and condemned, and 
but for Divine Grace the sinner would remain needy 
and helpless. This grace of God is expressed in 
his gift,-so that from grace comes God’s action as well 
as his attitude. 

1. Grace Saves. Christ is God’s free gift, and 
whether we think of salvation from sin it is frue, 
as the Apostle says twice, “By grace are ye saved” 
(Eph. 2: 4-8). This rules out all merit and effort 
on our part, “not of works, lest any man should 
boast.” z 
_2. Grace Sanctifies. Not only does the Christian 
life commence with grace; it continues in the same 
way, for the grace that saves is the grace that sanc- 
tifies, and so Paul speaks of grace “wherein we stand” 
(Rom. 5:2). Grace means the gift of new_ life, 
which is the guarantee of holiness (John 1: 16). 

3. Grace Satisfies, At every step of life’s journey, 
grace meets our need. The claim of law to our obe- 
dience is met by justification; the breach of love be- 
tween us and God is met by forgiveness; the con- 
sciousness of loneliness is met by fellowship; the 
realization of weakness is met by power; the haunt- 
ing of fear is met by hope. And so we can lock 
backward, upward, and forward, and rejoice in pres- 
ent grace and future glory (1 Peter 1:13). 

V. Leading Questions 

What was the problem faced at the Council of 
Jeryisalem ? 

Why was Paul’s position of such vital importance? 

Why did the Church of Antioch rejoice at the 
letter ? 

Who was to blame for the contention between Paul 
and Barnabas? 

Why did Paul wish to revisit the Churches he 
founded ? 4 

What special bearing has the doctrine of grace on 
our circumstances to-day 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The King’s Banners Go Forward 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 
HEIR progress is certain. Their triumph is 
I secure, But the progress is in the teeth of ob- 
stacles, and the triumph is not won in a week. 
“The armies of the Republic,” Tacitus said, and Ed- 
ward Gibbon echoed the saying, “often defeated in 
battle, are always victorious in war.” So it is with 
the armies of Christ. meet with delay, with 
hindrance, with what looks defeat in this individ- 
ual battle or in that. But they are always victorious 
in war. When the long day is done, the King’s 
banners are at their predestined goal. 
These verses set us to study some of the chances 
and changes of the campaign. 


There is, first, the t controversy. 

All through his missionary career, Paul was ha- 
rassed by it. It was the question whether the Gen- 
tile converts needed to become Jews before they could 

true Christians; whether, in other words, 
must be circumcised in order to be effectually save 
On the one hand, it was hard for those who had come 
into the fold of Christ by the gateway of Old Testa- 
ment law and ritual to acknowledge that these safe- 
guards, which originally were of God’s appointing, 
and which had marked out the Jews as his Holy 
ple, were not to be permanent and universal in their 
application. The admission seemed an act of treason 
against what was best and highest in the past. On the 
other hand, to impose the yoke of law and ritual on 
Gentile men would be to deny the very essence of 
peewee a 5 It would mean the affirmation that the 
grace of God in Jesus Christ is not offered to every 
comer, but is cs we round by a great fence of con- 
ditions. It would discard faith in the Saviour as 
God’s one requirement, and substitute for it, or at 
least add to it, our own obedience to a hundred pre- 
cepts of worship and behavior. (1) 

Paul never hesitated as to the side he should take 
in the controversy. He stood, as Luther stood at a 
later time; for “the freedom of a Christian man.” 
In trumpet-tones he rang out his conviction that the 
door is an open door, the invitation an untrammeled 
invitation, and the Gospel and its redemption the gifts 
of God to all who will accept them. It is not the 
labor of our hands, he insisted, that is demanded; 
nothing is demanded except our heart’s:consent that 
Jesus shall save us, and keep us, and rule us; simply 
to his cross, and to himself, we cling. The Council 
at Jerusalem corroborated Paul, and confirmed the 
liberties of the Gentile disciples.. And we have en- 
tered on the noble gg Let, us guard it well. 
Let us glory in none but Christ. (2) 


Next, there is the personal contention. 

That Paul and Barnabas should quarrel is, surely, 
the saddest of sad things; we never expected that 
these truest friends and bravest fellow-soldiers were 
to part company. Human frailty and passion had 
their own share in the debate which waxed so hot; 
and thus we are admonished to walk humbly to the 
very last, and to take heed lest we fall. But it lightens 
somewhat the mournfulness of the story, that both 
the disputants were thinking of what would be best 
for the interests of Christ’s kingdom; Paul, in the 
singleness’ of his devotion and the zeal of his soul, 
hesitating to entrust any of the tasks and toils of the 
kingdom to one like John Mark, who had already 
shown himself unstable and pusillanimous; and Bar- 
nabas, more compassionate and more trustful, desir- 
ing to re-enlist in his Master’s employ a worker 
whom he believed to be unfeignedly penitent and sorry 
for his previous failure. The righteousness and the 
tenderness, the exacting conscience and the magnani- 
mous heart, are both good. If only, by God’s teach- 
ing and grace, we could mingle them in the proper 
proportions! (3) 

At least, we may be thankful that our divine Lord 
joins the lovingkindness of Barnabas to the zeal of 
Paul. It is the habit of His government to grant 
those of us who have disappointed him, as John 
Mark did, a new opportunity of serving him. Mr. 
Whittier, most generous of American poets, has some 
terrible lines which he entitles “Ichabod.” They pil- 
lory a statesman who for a season proved recreant 
to the cause of emancipation. 


“From those great eyes 
The soul has fled; 
When faith is lost, when honor dies, 
The man is dead!” 


So the accents of the gentlest of men can scathe and 
scourge and burn. But these are never the accents 
of our God. (4) 


Lastly, there is the onward march. 

Out of evil the alchemy of Christ extracts good. 
Barnabas and Paul have sepatated; but now there 
are two missionary bands instead of one, each tak- 
ing its own direction, and gaining its own trophies 
for the heavenly Lord. Paul, with Silas for his com- 
rade, and soon with the young Timothy also, starts 
on his second journey —a journey of which Profes- 
sor Stalker writes, that “in its issues it far outrivaled 
the expedition of Alexander the Great, ‘when he car- 
ried the civilization of Greece into the heart of Asia, 
or that of Caesar, when he landed on the shores of 
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the t Apostle cannot dispense 
lp of the young. He craves 
the fire they carry in their soul, the swift- 
ness of their feet, the eager thrill in their 
voices, the warm affection they lavish 
on their human leader as well as on their 
Master in the skies, And may the young 
of our time repeat the ministry of Tim- 
othy, and lift his torch! So they will 


















































ie ladden Christ. And so, too, they will 
& Sr war-worn captains who, like 
: Paul, are fighting the good fight. (6) 
Zot age CaRLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
i we 
oe: 7 The One-Minute Mission Talk 
ae 6 By Homera Homer-Dixon 
ba JN ACTS 15:14 we read of the first 


a pane to visit the Gentiles. Some 
one has well said that God had only one 
Son, and he was a missionary! It is the 
profession chosen by Omniscience as the 
one most worth while. " 

In this age God is waiting to use men 
who have “handed over their lives” to 

i v. 26), to dispose of them as he 
sees fit. Is your name written in the 
Book of Life as one of these? 

The missionary report always causes 
great joy to those who have followed it 
with Breyer and gifts (Acts 14:27; 15: 
3, 12). great truth was uttered in an- 
Swer to a young girl’s petulant remark 
that she couldn’t get anything interest- 
ing out of missions: 

“My dear, — never get interest out 
of a thing till you have put something 
into it.” Missionary dividends are paid 
promptly and with an ever-increasing 
rate of interest in joy forever. How 
much are you investing? 

NiaGarA FAtts, Can, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Missionary ress.—John also, 
who was called Mark (15:37). John 
Mark is one of the most interesting 
young men in the Bible. Because he 
is the fellow who “fell down” but who 
picked himself up again and went ahead 
and made good. es, George, he’s the 
fellow with “cold feet.” And if there 
is one thing a man like Paul cannot 
stand it is “cold feet.” Lots of classes 
will discuss whether or not Paul ought 
to have given Mark another chance right 
then. It must not be forgotten that 
Paul was not an ordinary piece of hu- 
man material, To begin with, Paul’s 
‘ religion had cost him everything most 
' men hold dear. Friends, fortune, fam- 
ily. He was a true enthusiast, and every 
nerve in Paul was as tight as a fiddle 
string and all a-tingling. His life was 
always hanging by a thread. Only last 
week we saw him thrown on a city dump 
for dead. Paul gives a little account 
of the kind of ristian life he led 
in 2 Corinthians 11: 23-28. a read 
this condensed itinerary of a “live wire” 
over two or three times until the real 
significance of it can soak into your sys- 
tem, and you will understand that Paul, 
like the Cunard Steamship Company, 
could take no chances on a quitter. This 
railroad upon which right now I am 
hitting a mile a minute would not think 
of putting back a rail that had failed 
because it was too low in some metal- 
loid. That is to say (to stick to our 
first metaphor), was “cold short,” — the 
same thing as “cold feet” in a man. Paul 
ust about this time had steam up and 
lowing off and going some!_ (1) 
The Book Paul Himself.—There arose 
@ sharp contention, so... they parted 
i (v. 39). Always remember there was 
the one lone man Paul, with his squire, 
out for the conquest of Grecian culture, 
if Roman order, and Barbarian vigor for 
ge Christ. And now Sir Knight and 
is squire could no longer pull together 
—more’s the pity (Amos 3:3). But 


i 
pe SF 
Pris 4 


Sea OES go BATHS 
‘ 


to 


Ses Ss 
RON 





| Geeweding. I would rea 
is 





there is nothing soft and wishy-washy 
about religion, and good men can be 
full of ginger and do their own think- 
A pale «Bie: Bay, Pen gyre 

anythi —yea, even 
about an tnreliable tice.” ‘This 


it an. appren 
little incident corroborates —. state- | the boss 


are men of like passions with you.” I 
don’t s 


things, like Paul's calli P 
for “dissembling”” hig ten - 


ting the Sadducees and Pharisees scra) 
—_ with each other (Acts 23:6-10), 
an _ ry disagreement with Bar- 


e me all to pieces and rivet 
me fast to the old Book. No inventor 
of the third century w ever have 

t stuff like that into his inventions. 

ow, would he? I do not put imperfect 
mechanical movements into any of my 
own inventions in order that I may cast 
doubt me the merit of my machine. 
Paul and all the rest of the early Chris- 
tians were real men with feet on the 
earth. .I have all sorts of books which 
have been written for faith strengthen- 
ing, but the Human Book Paul Himself 
is the overwhelming one for me. Say, 
when the professor goes into eruption, 
remember old human Paul and just laff. 
De Perfesser’s Big Hosses Can’t Run 
Over Me! 


The Way a certain disciple... 
named Timothy ... well reported of 
(16:1, 2). The new boy. How do 
ou imagine he was chosen? Did it just 
appen by a lucky chance? en 
contemplate this beautiful Paul and Tim- 
— relation I always think of Mood 
and Sankey. You will P apne d think 
of Elijah and Elisha in the ancient day, 
and Luther and Melancthon in a more 
modern day. It is a great thing for 
a young man to be able to lay his life 
alongside the ripe achievement of an 
older life. Success lies along that way. 
The young Andrew Carnegie was up 
against the able Tom Scott, and the 
young Charles Schwab was next the 
canny little Scotchman Carnegie. If I 
were a young fellow with a career to 
make, after first joining the church and 
making myself right with the Proprietor 
of this old world-shop, I would study 
rhetoric and composition, shorthand and 
i d Parkman, 
ke, Irving, Motley, Ruskin, and other 
masters of English for my brain power 
and my style. Then I would pick out 
one of the noblest of the Captains of 
Industry, of the type of John H. Con- 
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verse, H. J. Heinz, or Edward K. War- 


ren, and the job as his secretary. 
Of ange fos can ff you have a gror. 
I would i of 


y, my oageide 
my boss’ brains and work at least six- 
teen hours a day. In a few years, when 

got tired and moved to Easy 
St I would be the fellow to swing 
his job and move to Five Figger Street. 
Timothy came into the high place only 
because he had studied for it. And 
that is the eA eg ay ever 
come into a a 233; 2 
Kings 2:9, 10). P. S.—“The American- 
ization of Edward Bok,” published since 
the above was written, is a fine com- 
mentary on my idea. He did this very 
thing and thereby arrived. (2) 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
how can we thank thee for thy continuing 
care! Thou art not an absent leader, but a 
living and ever present Lord. Who are we 
that we should thus be the objects of thy 
redeeming and guarding love! We are 
ashamed of the scant service we have ren- 
dered in thy name, amazed at our intermit- 
tent devotion, humbled by thy patient fellow- 
ship in the partnership to which thou hast 
called us. Remind us, we ptay thee, of our 
daily need of thee, moment by moment, and 
may we who know thee spare no effort to 
bring others into a saving knowledge ‘of thy- 
self. In thy dear name, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What do you say 
when some one meets you on the streets, 
and says, “Why, hello, how do you do?” 
What a variety of answers come!’ Some 
are very well; some, can’t complain; 
some, fine as silk; and others, oh, just 
middlin’; or the same old pain is bother- 
ing me. When the late Dr. D . 
Stearns, of Philadelphia, met any one 
who asked, “How are you, doctor?” he 
would smile cheerily and reply, “Happy 
in the Beloved.” What sunshine in that 
reply! What a lift to one who hears 
it! No “can’t complain,” or “just mid- 
dlin’” about Dr. Stearns. Sick or well, 
he was “happy in the Beloved.” I won- 
der if any members of these churches 
that Paul revisited to “see how they 
do,” gave back such an answer as that? 
Is that your spirit when some one asks 
how you are getting on, in health, in 
work, in the spiritual life? God grant 
that we may live and work in jeyous 
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acknowledgment of the Lord’s presence 
and fellowship! Let us pray. 


HOw DO YOU vo? 
? 


ca 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Sail on.” ‘ 
“God will take care of you.” 
“Saved by grace.” 

“The church’s one foundation.” 
“It is well with my soul.” 
“Saviour, more than life.” 

“My soul, be on thy guard.” 
“What a friend.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
Psa Book set to music, including 
also some other ports of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. t'. published by United Presby- 
terian Boar of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
Psalm 134: 1-3 (271 : 3-2). 
Psalm 135 : 1-21 (273 : 1-3). 
Psalm 133 : 1-3 (270 : 1-2). 
Psalm 145 : 1-10 (294 : 1-3). 
Psalm 108: 1-13 (220 : 1-3). 


The Ilustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be-considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the‘ year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Short Seeiretiees of from aoe 1 words, 
are grea preferred. we accepted 
ahead of leer ones canis good. 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
Iden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a tter ch pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 














Which Are We?—And they caused 


great joy (v. 3). You know the story 
of the boy who was brimming over with 
his new-found joy, and he told his father, 
who was a very staid, solemn old man, 
“Father, I have found religion!” His 
father replied: “My boy, it is a very sol- 
emn thing to find religion!” And he 
stroked his beard and said again: “It 
is a very solemn thing!” The boy went 
out into the field, for his ardor had 
been damped, and his joy was beginning 
to wane. He saw his favorite donkey, 


-| and he went to it, and stroking the don- 


key’s face he said, “Donkey, you have 
got a very long face; is it because you 

ave found religion?” The apostles 
were joy-bringers, not joy-dampers. 
What are we?—From the Rev, J. G. 
Mantle, in the Mundesley Report. Sent 
by the Rev. W. Haslam, B.D., Oswald- 
twistle, Lancashire, Eng. 

Answering Criticism with Life. — 
There rose up certain of the sect of the 
Pharisees (v. 5). A lady who excelled 
in making wax flowers and fruit was 
criticised severely by her friends, and 
her work unjustly derided. She con- 
victed them by showing them an apple 
with which they, as usual, found fault. 
One complained of the color, another 
of the shape, and so on. When they had 
finished, she silently cut the apple and 
ee it—Sent by J. A. Clark, icester, 

ng. 


“Resting My Whole Weight.”—Hcear 
the word of the gospel, and believe (v. 
7). When Dr. Paton was translating the 
New Testament into an island language, 
he found great difficulty in finding a 
native word for “believe” and “faith.” 
While at work in his study one day, one 
of his native teachers came in, hot and 
tired from a long walk. He threw him- 
self down on a cane chair, and, putting 
his feet on another, used a word which 
meant, “I am resting my whole weight 
here.” Instantly Dr. Paton had his 
word. The natives of that island now 
know faith to be an act whereby the 
whole weight of mind and heart is rest- 
ing in Jesus.—From the Christian Her- 
ad. Sent J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 
The prise or this week is awarded to 
this illustration. (1) 


In the Ark.—Made no distinction be- 
tween us (v. 9). Some one has said 
that a little fly in Noah’s ark was just 
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as safe as an elephant. It was not the 
elephant’s size and strength that made 
him safe; it was the ark that saved 
both elephant and fly. It is not your 
righteousness, your good works, that 
will save you. Rich or poor, learned or 
unlearned, you can be saved only by the 
blood of Christ—From D. L, Moody. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham Hill, 
London, Eng. 


Learning to Spell.— But we believe 
that we shali be saved through the grace 
of the Lord Jesus (v. 11). Salvation 
by Christ is simple, free, universal, and 
yet how many are puzzled by the artless 
plan! A while ago we were in compan 
when the conversation turned on spell- 
ing, and upon the life-long difficulty some 
experience in spelling the simplest 
words; when one of the party observed, 
“Yes, ‘believe’ and ‘receive’ dre the last 
words we learn to spell.” They are 
certainly in the spiritual life the last 
worGs that many find selves able to 
exercise.—From Dr. W. L. Watkinson, in 
the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Belper, Eng. 


Trees, or Posts?—So the churches 
were strengthened in the faith (16:5). 
Every congregation is divided into saved 
people and unsaved. I call them trees 
and posts. When you put in a tree it 
begins to grow. hen you stick in a 
post it begins to rot. e pastors have 
a delightful time watching trees grow. 
But it is a sad business watching posts 
decay.—From Dr. A.C. Dixon. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 
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‘For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—People who tell 
others about Jesus are God’s helpers. 


Introduction.—If your father is a trav- 
eling man he makes the same trip more 


‘than once. Perhaps he does better dur- 


ing his second or third visit, because he 
knows the cities better and has met some 
of the people. 

Review.—Most traveling men go on 
their trips to buy or sell goods. Do you 
remember the names of two men who 
traveled by sea and land, not to sell or 
to buy anything, but to tell the good news 
about Jesus to people who worshiped 
idols? They were —? (Paul and Bar- 
nabas. ) 

They had been friends a long time and 
had worked in the big city of Antioch 
more than a year when God’s Holy Spirit 
said, Separate Paul and Barnabas to go 
and tell the Gentiles about me, so they 
became God’s splendid helpers. (On 
sandboard or blackboard trace their first 
journey across Cyprus, then by ship to 
the mainland, where they visited several 
cities.) Were the people glad to listen 
in every place? What happened to Paul? 
Did he feel like stopping his noe 
after he had been cheandt What a gla 
welcome awaited them when they re- 
turned to Antioch and told about their 
first missionary journey. 

They wanted to tell their story to the 
Christians who belonged to the church in 
Jerusalem. Paul and Barnabas had many 
friends there. Once before they had 
made a trip from Antioch to Jerusalem 
to carry an offering from the Christians 
to the people who were suffering from 
famine, 

They came again and told how they 
had preached many times to Gentiles, the 
people who were not Jews, who heard 
the good news with gladness and be- 
came followers of Jesus just as truly as 
the Jews had done. 

After listening to their story, the 
Christians in Jerusalem wrote a letter of 
greeting to the Gentile Christians in An- 
tioch and told how glad they were that 
they had become Christians and_ that 
they must keep from worshiping idols. 
Paul and Barnabas were ready to start 
back with this letter. Two friends went 
with them to visit the Christians in An- 
tioch. One of them named Silas stayed 
in Antioch to watch the work of Paul 





| Barnabas had lived when a boy. The 





and Barnabas, who preached and worked 
there quite a while. 

After a while Paul said to Barnabas, 
Let us go again to visit our brethren in 
every city where we preached during our 
first trip, and let us see how they do. 
Barnabas was willing to but he 
wanted to take his nephew, John Mark, 
who went with them part of the way on 
their first trip. Paul did not want Mark 
to go along, because he turned back and 
left them. Paul and Barnabas disagreed 
about this, so they decided to travel 
in different ways. 

Barnabas took his nephew, Mark. 
They went to the island of Cyprus where 


Bible tells no more about their trip. 

Paul chese Silas, the new friend who 
had returned with them from jerusalem 
so another good helper had been found 
to spread the good news and be a com- 
panion for Paul. They passed by Cy- 
prus where Barnabas and Mark had gone, 
and sailed across to visit the cities on 
the mainland. 

If you had been stoned or chased out 
of one or two cities, would you have 
gone back to preach, or passed them by? 

aul proved how brave he was by going 
once again to these cities. Several years 
had passed since his first visit to these 
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has grown since that day 
he lo 


with the pen. Note ially how Peter 

since tl da the Lord asked 

him three times if ved him — how 

recs = g irp mee and Hey Goris 
ving) his judgment become. 

But above all, the girls must get right 
here a clear idea of this question which 
so agitated the first missionary churches, 
to w Paul refers so many times in 
his letters, and which determined some 
very vital P caal in the history of the 
Christian church. Perhaps we can ex- 
press it in these simple words for our 

girls: the point made by the Jew- 
ish Christians was that all who became 
Christians must do so by the same way 
that they had come, by first observi 
the Mosaic law, particularly the rite o 
circumcision. The answer made by the 
missionaries who had been preaching 
Christ to the heathen Gentiles was that 
God had evidently received many Gen- 
tiles through simple faith in pres Christ, 
without any such neoging ¢ the Mosaic 
law, and as Peter said, why burden these 
new converts with unnecessary things, 
“which neither our fathers nor we were 
able to bear”? (Have we here a hint as 
to Simon Peter’s fruitless struggles be- 
fore he met and was loved and saved 
and made into a new man Jesus — 
through faith alone?) (3 





places. It was a great comfort to find 
some faithful Christians to welcome 
them, (Trace this second journey.) 

A surprise was in store for Paul, be- 
cause a fine lad, named Timothy, lived | 
in one of these cities, who had been | 
trained by his mother and grandmother, 
so that he was ready to become Paul’s 
faithful companion and helper. 

Paul soon learned to love Timothy as 
if he had been his own son. hey 
traveled and worked together for many | 
years. On this trip Paul had found | 
two splendid helpers for God who were 
ready to tell others about Jesus. We shall 
hear more about Silas and Timothy. 
Everywhere that they went they encour- 
aged their Christians friends and helped 
to make the church stronger. 

Timothy is a good name. The min- 
ister of one of the largest churches in 
Chicago has that name — John Timothy 
Stone. 

After the Story—We may not be able 
to travel, but each of us may become 
God’s helper in the place where we live 
by telling others about Jesus, An old 
song tells it in this way: 

“If you cannot cross the ocean, 

If you cannot preach like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus, 
You can say, He died for all,” 
Peoria, IL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





By all means have that letter suggested 
by the wise James — our Lord’s brother, 
slow to believe in Jesus’ Messiahship, 
but now staunch in his cause — read 
aloud in class. Old letters are always 
interesting — think how old this one is! 
And note its genuine Christian spirit re- 
sulting in rejoicing among the Antioch 
Christians when they heard its good 
news, the prohibition of the three or 
four things most likely to entangle new 
Christians, so lately out of heathen rites 
of worship. Call your girls’ attention 
to the hideous licentiousness of some of 
those acts of “worship,” for they are 
being led by some to think the ceremonies 
of the Eastern religions beautiful! (4) 


2. But we must hasten on, even as did 
Paul and Barnabas, eager to be off in 
on their great business of preaching 
Jesus to a dying world. How disap- 
pointing, and how natural to our di8- 
appointing human nature, to find these 
two splendid men, who had so willingly 
“hazarded their lives” for the Lord Jesus, 
almost quarreling over their third trav- 
eling companion, the young John Mark! 
Paul could not forget his unexpected 
return to Jerusalem on their first jour- 
ney, which his uncle Barnabas would 
excuse. If Mark were blameworthy in 


for his conduct are many, at least it is 
good to remember that in after yéars 
aul must have fully forgiven him, for 
we find the imprisoned apostle depend- 
ing on.this younger man, speaking most 
warmly of him (2 Tim. 4:11). (5) 
3. Trace on your map the beginning 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Reports from the home reading — 
the interim between the first and sec- 
ond journeys. 

2. Preparing for the departure — travel- 
ing companions. 

3. The first lap of the second trip— 
from Antioch to “land’s end” in Asia. 











HAPTER 15 of the book of Acts is 

both too interesting and too important 
to be overlooked entirely, especially in 
its relation to all of Paul’s future mis- 
sionary activities. So begin to-day by 
calling for what the girls have found 
in their home reading, suggested last 
week. Divide this chapter in this way: 
(1) The delegation from Jerusalem to 
Antioch and the word they brought; (2) 
the return delegates to Jerusalem and 
their message; (3) the letter finally sent 
down to the church in Antioch from the 
church in Jerusalem, (1) 

Be sure the girls understand the 
geography of the two cities, — why 
“down” to Antioch when it was north 
of Jerusalem, for instance. The parties 
bearing the messages between the 
churches are full of interest — “certain 
men,”—who were they—that came down 
from Jerusalem and stirred up this whole 
question? And Paul, Barnabas, Silas, 
Judas Barsabbas, James, with our old 
friend Peter as the spokesman for the 
mother church in Jerusalem are a group 


of this second journey, overland pre- 
sumably, this time, from Antioch up 
through Syria an’ Cilicia, visiting each 
of his newly-founded churches on the 
way, but not, so far as we are told. 
even stopping in Tarsus, his childhood 
home, as we like to think he may have 
done. 

At Lystra he added to his force of 
two a third, in the person of that young 
Grecian Jew, Timothy who became his 
dearly-loved.son in the Gospel, remain- 
ing his most capable lieutenant till the 


very last. 
Home Study 


Ask the girls to be ready to trace on 
the map, next Sunday, ul’s course 
through Asia Minor, till he came to that 
ancient outpost of the Asian coast, 
Troas, by reading carefully Acts 16: 6-8. 


Decatur, GA. 
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The Prophecy in this Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


HERE was nothing like prophecy to 

clinch an argument fora Jew. James, 
Moderator of the great first Church Coun- 
cil, realized that fact and yielded the gavel 
for the time being to take the floor dnd 
say, as it were, “You have heard the facts 
in the case. Peter, to whom my brother, 





worthy the word-picture” of an artist 


the Lord, gave the keys of the Kingdom, 


this case, and the probable reasons given | 





been foretold by our’ Amos 

9: 11, 12, for instance,— nearly eight cen- 

Wis tee yredt continent Gn ane 
con o 

tolic church was clinched 1 a ie 

to the prophets, so that the de- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith i 
Author of “The Little Jets Telling Bible Stories” 


Clearing the decks 
jor Action 


{ 4ft 


Acts, 1§:1 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


The scenes will lend themselves to either 
of several lines of discussion prompted by 
this lesson. 

1. Honest differences as to policy arising 
among the members of an organization, and 
the best way to settle them. 

2. Honest differences as to persons, and 
the best way to harmonize them. 

3. The matter of “stickability” in a pro- 
gram which develops unexpected hardships. 

4. Redeeming one’s record, after having 
made a bad beginning; in other words, “Com- 
ing . Back.” 

s. Programs of Conquest for Christ. 

The scenes may serve as “markers” for 
the lesson story. 





Greenssoro, N. C, 
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..| he ever dreamed, by letting that very 





for August 21 

ig:1 to 6:5 
ision “seemed good to the Holy Ghost, 
to us” (Acts 15:28), how important 
us to-day to get the apostolic under- 

of that argument of rea 
church, the “called-out” y of 
ist, being in pre of forma 
tecost till the second coming of 
Lord (never “world-conversion” be- 
sheri st tee enrthly kingd 
ushering in o earthly om, 
the seeking of the Lord by “the 
idue of men” (Acts 15: 13-18). 
HILADELPHIA. 
“ 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


he] 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Planning a hike. 

Discussion: Ought a fellow to have a 
second chance? If a fellow has made a 
failure and fallen down, is that any rea- 
son why he should give up? Is it nat 
possible that he may rise higher than 


failure goad him on to do his level best? 

Objective: The Christian, of all peo- 
ple, is one who can “make a stepping- 
stone of his dead self.” : 











SA¥, fellows, to-day’s lesson gives us 
three interesting personalities to look 
at,— Paul, Barnabas, and Mark; each 
one soem differing from the other two, 
t their lives bound up together in the 
Liggest enterprise the world has ever 
known, the winning of the world for 
Christ. : . 
They are planning another big “hike,” 
one that will be full of hardship and 
rils, and Paul and Barnabas are hav- 
ing a hot discussion about Mark. Bar- 
nabas wants to take him and Paul wants 
to leave him; and why? Well, last year 
when they were taking a trip of this 
kind, Mark left them and went back 
home. Paul says he’s done with Mark; 
if a fellow hasn’t got a backbone bet- 
ter than a stick of spaghetti, he doesn’t 
want to load up with him. (1) | 
Barnabas, onthe other hand, thinks a 
lot of Mark; in'fatt, Mark is his dephew, 
and he has a strong ifterest in him. He 
knows Mark made a mistake back there 
in Pamphylia, but. who does not make 
a slip sometimes? “Let’s give him an- 
other chance; he will make good because 
he is deeply sorry; I have talked to him 
and I know that he is determined to re- 
deem himself,” 


“No,” says Paul, and his jaw is set; 


“I would like to give him another chance, 
but the Cause is too great and too im- 
portant to take chances on a fellow who 
has thrown a chance away.” 

So it goes. Both men are determined, 
and there happens the only thing that 
can happen under such circumstances; 
they separate. Paul chooses Silas as his 
companion, while Barnabas takes Mark 
with him. Barnabas was one of the big- 
gest-hearted fellows you ever saw. His 
very name means, “Son of Consolation.” 
He couldn’t bear to see 2 fellow denied 
the chance to make good: Paul himself 
had been befriended in that same way 
by Barnabas at Jerusalem only a few 
years before. Humanl spedlnt it was 
through the friendly offices of Barnabas 
that Paul had risen to prominence in the 
church. (2) 

Fellows, I am not criticizing Paul (far 
be it from me), because Paul was doubt- 
less /consciehtious in his stand about 
Mark; but let me tell you, follows— 
don’t ever miss a chance to help some 
poor fellow who has made a mistake 
to make good. One of the finest things 
that will come to-your experience will 
be seeing your touch of sympathy and 
encouragement put life and hope into 
some unfortunate “Down but not out.” 

What happened to Mark? Why, he 
made good. He made so good that Paul 
afterwards sent for him, and he and 
Paul put through some great schemes to- 
gether for Jesus Christ. And that was 
not all; one of the Four Gospels bears 
Mark’s name. Think of what an honor 
that was! Peter got him to help him 
write it. Yes, Mark made good. (3) 

I heard of a fine young fellow the 
other night, only eighteen years old; who 
because he had made a mistake — had 
made a bad break and lost his job— 
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and knowing he was himself to blame. 
had formed some habits that contributed 
-3 - a ne all that was a 
y dejected and actually sayi 
wished he could die. Well, what ry you 


tion | think of that? With all the best and 


biggest part of his life before him, with 
youth and health and loving parents 
and some good friends ready to help 
him, wanting to die! Piffle! 

Do you know, I just wanted to slap 
that fellow on the k and bring him 
to his senses. Make ? Of course 
he could. “Come ?” Sure! There 
is just one thing to do with a failure, 
fellows, Get on top of it with both feet 
and bury it — with success. 

I heard of an old horse, too old and 
sick to work. His owner wanted to 
get rid of him, but was unwilling to 
Shoot him. The old horse just wouldn’t 
die. He was that spunky. One day, 
he specs into a well in the pasture, 
but he hit the bottom still upon his feet. 
His owner, thinking it a chance now to 
rid himself of his horse, took a shovel 
and began vigerose! shoveling the dirt 
in to cover him. But as each shovel 
of dirt landed on the~horse’s back, he 
shook his skin, as horses do, and trod 
the dirt down under his feet. Soon the 
horse’s back appeared at the top of the 
well, and in another moment the old 
fellow climbed out and began to nibble 
the grass, 

“You are beaten to earth? Well, well, 
what’s that? 

Come up with a smiling face; 

It’s nothing against you to fall down flat; 

But to lie there —that’s disgrace. 
The harder you’re thrown, why, the higher 
you bounce. 
Be proud of your blackened eye! 

It isn’t the fact that you’re licked that 

counts; 

It’s how did you fight —and why.” 


Fellows, what must be the opportunity 
for rising, to a fellow whose God says 
to him: “My grace is sufficient for thee; 
for oy strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness” 


Greenszoro, N. C. 





| Children at Home 





God’s Pattern 
By Hilda Richmond 


UTH and Dorothy and Ellen and 

Marjorie and Letty and Frances 
were making a quilt for Grandmother 
Bracewell, and it took every spare min- 
ute the little girls could get to set the 
tiny stitches in the tiny patches evenly 
and carefully. -First of all the hands 
had to be scrubbed clean, then the lit- 
tle work aprons put on, so the blocks 
when done would be perfectly fresh, and 
then the girls settled down to hard 
work, The boy cousins were putting 
Grandmother’s garden in order before 
she should return, so every one was 
busy. 

The girls’ mothers and aunts would 
set the quilt blocks together and quilt 
the wonderful present, and the older 
girls and boys in the big Bracewell fam- 
ily had their surprises, too, for Grand- 
mother’s birthday when she should re- 
turn from a long visit in the West. 

“I know this is wrong! This doesn’t 
look right! If I sew these two patches 
together it will spoil the whole thing! 
Oh, dear! This will have to be ripped 
out, for I know it is wrong!” These 
were some of the exclamations the aunts 
and mothers heard constantly as they 
helped the small girls with the sewing. 

“Now, look here, girlies,” said Aunt 
Emily one day when the girls had been 
unusually hard to convince that they 
were not sewing the wrong colors to- 
gether, “you must remember that there 
is a pattern for this quilt, and if you 
will only go on putting the small blocks 
together, when you. see the big block 
all finished you will see that it is cor- 
rect. It looks very hopeless now, I'll ad- 
mit, but when it is all combined you 
will see why you have been sewing these 
colors together.” 

“It’s just like God’s plans for our lives,” 
said Aunt Helen. “God has a good plan 





for weer life to make it beautiful and 
true and happy and useful, but some- 
times we get tired of putting the little 
pie of paaen SOG, 50 we step wore 
ing by his plan and take one of our 
own. It takes a long lif e to work 
out God’s pattern, but if we will fol- 
low his directions faithfully and trust 
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him for the result everything will come 
out right.” 

“But how do we know when we are 
dons the little things right?” said Dor- 
othy. 


y, don’t you know? He gives us 


his book of directions, where we can 
look just as I look at this quilt pattern 





They Have Found 


A better way to clean teeth 


Dental science has found a better 
way toclean teeth. Modern authorities 
approve it. Leading dentists every- 
where advise it. Millions of people 
already employ it. 


A ten-day test is offered to anyone 


who asks. Get it and see the delight. — 


ful effects. Learn what this new way 
means. 


Combats the film 


You feelon your teeth a viscous film. 
It clings to teeth, gets between the 
teeth and stays. The tooth brush, used 
in old ways, does notend it. So nearly 
everyone has suffered from some film 
attack. 


Film absorbs stains, making the teeth 
look dingy. It isthe basis of tartar. I¢ 
holds food substance which ferments 
and forms acid. It holds the acid in con- 
tact with the teeth to cause decay. 


Millions of germs breed in it. They, 
with tartar, are the chief cause of pyore 
thea. Thus most tooth troubles are now 
traced to film. 


New-day methods 


After diligent research, methods have 
been found to fightfilm. Careful tests 
have amply proved them. Now they 
are being very widely adopted, largely 
by dental advice. 


The methods are embodied in a den- 
trifrice called Pepsodent. They can thus 
be twice daily applied.. And to millions 
they are bringing a new dental era. 


Important effects 
Pepsodent combats the film in two 
effective ways, It also aids Nature in 
three ways which faulty diet makes ¢8- 
sential. 


It stimulates the salivary flow—Na- 
ture’s great tooth-protecting sgent. It 
multiplies the starch digestant in the 
saliva, to digest starch deposits that 
cling. It multiplies the alkalinity of the 
saliva, to neutralize the acids which 
cause tooth decay. 


These things should be daily done for 
better tooth protection. 


See the benefits 


Send the coupon for a 10-Day Tube. 
Note how clean the teeth feel after us- 
ing. Mark the absence of the viscous 
film. See how teeth whiten as the film 
coats disappear, Watch the other good 
effects. 


* 

Judge then by what you seeand feel 

andknow. Decide ifthe people in your 

home should brush teeth in this way. 
Cut out coupon now. 





FEPSOGENL 
The New-Day Dentitrice 

A scientific film combatant, whose 

every application brings five desired 

effects. Approved by highest auth- 

orities, and now advised by leading 


dentists everywhere. All druggists 





supply the large tubes. 


Ten-Day Tube Free™ 


THE PEPSODENT COMPANY, 


Dept, 28, r104 S. Wabash Ave., 
: Chicago, Ill. 


Mail 10-Day Tube of Pepsodent to 





COO COCO OOOO SOSEEEEE EES SOCEEOEOE SSE SEEOEESED EEE SORSEEOES 


COC CORSOOOES OES SOOEEEEEESE ESOS EEOSOE EES CEEEEEE EES EEEOD 


Only one tube to a famity 
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before me. And more than that, the 
Spirit of God will guide all who seek his 
help in wor ing owt the plan of life.” 

“Is that why Dr. Brown says Grand- 
mother has such a beautiful hfe?” said 
Ellen. “I’ve heard him say that about 
her many times.” ~— 

“Yes, dear, that is the reason, You 
ome, pr eee a Bana she was a lit- 
tle girl, gave art into God’s keep- 
ing and_wanted him to direct her in 
making life successful. Grand- 
mother has been cron many hard 
places, and she has. ( 
trouble and severe, in her life, but she 
never forgot that God was helpin her 
fit all these things together to a 
beautiful pattern for her life. You 
little gitls do not like some of these 
dark patches in the quilt blocks, but 
when the whole thing is finished you 
will see that the dark ones set off the 
pretty bright blocks, and all are needed to 
make up a quilt that Grandmother will 

proud of.’ g ’ 

At last the quilt was joined together, and 
the aunts worked faithfully to quilt in the 
little stars and diamonds and feathers 
that Grandmother loved, and that she 
had delighted to do before her fingers 

rew stiff with age, and when it was 

eld up with the last dainty stitch in 
place, the children could hardly believe 


sickness and- 





their eyes. Every design was perfect, 
and every patch in the ri ice, with 
no misfits, while the shat the bie 
tle girls secretly feared would spoil the 
= was exactly like a lovely frame 
ae ¢ as it went round the patch- 


wi 
“They were right about the quilt com- 
ing out fect,” sighed Ellen in con- 
tent. “I'm so glad it is so beautiful for 
r 


Grandmother. ; 

“And they must be right about God’s 
pattern, too,” said Marjorie ony: “I'm 
never going to f pea and I’m 
ing to try to my life after his 
pattern, too.” 

The other little girls nodded, though 
they said mating, and then they all ran 
for the beautiful box that was to hold 
the. wonderful present that would al- 
ways thereafter remind them of God’s 
help if they asked for it in time of doubt 
or perplicxity, 

Kenton, Onto. 


To put power into your teacher-train- 
ing work you sh supplement the 
regular course by Dr. Beardslee’s 
“Teacher Training with the Master 
Teacher.” It may be secured from 
The Sunday School Time Co., at $1. 
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where, or not attend school at all. 


Biblical in Basis 


has REPORTED the following : 


manifest from the following facts: 


have used these adaptations. 


What will happen to YOUR school if YOUR lessons do not suit YOUR pupils? 
The pupils will become restless, disinterested and, eventually, they will go else- 


If you detect THIS TREND in your school— 


Avoid the Loss 


by adopting— 


THE DEPARTMENTAL GRADED LESSONS 


(Graded by Age Groups) 
Evangelical in Character 


THE COMMITTEE OF SEVEN ON SURVEY OF LESSON COURSES, 
appointed by the International Sunday School Lesson Committee, April 7, 1920, 


‘‘There is widespread demand for courses. graded by age groups. This is 


(a) The degree of satisfaction given by such departmental adaptations as are 
offered by the Improved Uniform Lessons. 

(b) ‘The growth of circulation and the successful use of departmentally graded 
adaptations of the International Graded Lessons by those denominations which 


(d} The wide use, as evidencéd by our survey, of the three-year cycle plan of 
adapting the International Graded Lessons to the needs of the small schools,"’ 


THE WESTMINSTER DEPARTMENTAL GRADED LESSONS, based 
upon the three-year cycle, have now reached the high circulation mark of 456,336. 
DEPARTMENTAL LESSONS ARE ISSUED QUARTERLY 
A NEW QUARTER BEGINNING OCTOBER 1. 


Danger! 


Periodical in Publication 





Send for our FREE booklets 
A Practical Lesson System 
Answers to Your Questions 


The Departmental Graded Lessons 
what they are and why they appeal to the school 


The Why and The How 





New York 


Chicago 
St. Louis San Francisco 


THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
(THE WESTMINSTER PRESS) 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Bidg. 


ti Nashville 
Atlanta ( Colored) Pittsburgh 























Fe Mystery — Enjoyment — Instruction 


The Little Jetts |} 





N extra Jett Story for every Sun- 
day afternoon in the year. The 
children will enjoy it! 


Telling Bible Stories 


$1.25, postpaid 
‘Tue Sunpay Senoo.t Times Company 
103r Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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name — 

“We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear; 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear.” 


And so this week let us “pray one for 
another”— for every member of our Sun- 
day School Times househdid, and also 
for every member of the whole household 
of faith, especially for the tried and ai- 
flicted and tempest-tossed of God’s chil- 
dren ; remembering that “God is faithful, 
who yill not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with the 
temptation also make a way to oy that 
ye may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10: 
13). See extracts from letters in the 
“Prayer Requests” below. 


August 15 to 21 
Mon.—Acts 15 : 1-6. 

The Council at Jerusalem. 
The church at Antioch was alive. 
“Dead churches have no problems.” 
Neither does. the devil attack dead 
churches; he lives on life. “Except ye 
believe,” Paul had taught; “Except ye 
be circumcised,” these legalizers taught. 
Salvation by faith versus salvation by 
faith plus works. It is not settled yet in 
some churches, 

Prayer Reguests: From a wife: 
“Please pray for my dear husband. He 
is unsaved. Never talks to us only to 
kick at the children or me. Oh, please 
pray earnestly.” There are requests like 
this daily. Pray for this husband and 
wife, and for every similar case. 


Tues.—Acts 15:7-11. Peter’s Statement. 


Pre-pentecostal Peter was a flounder- 
ing muddler; postpentecostal Peter was 
a convmcing polemist. His argument 
was strong, but notice his peroration (v. 
11): It is plain, he says, that the sal- 
vation of the Gentiles has been clearly 
of grace, but we believe that we who 
long have, depended on works must also 
be saved by grace even as they. 


PRAYER ReQuests:, From a pastor: 
“I am battling against a terrible tempta- 
tion. I beg of you to pray that I may 
come out victorious.” . Another pastor 
writes: “If you could only know the dif- 
ficulties in this new field, you would see 
the need of prayer.” Ah, but He knows. 


Wed.—Acts 15: 13-21. The Counsel of James. 


Scofield declares that dispensationally 
this is the most important passage in the 
New Testament. James’ decision, says 
Erdman, included three points: (1) Lib- 
erty; the law of Moses could not be a 
ground of salvation. (2) Purity; libert 
is not license, but a life of holiness. (3) 
Charity ;.in essentials, unity; in non-es- 
sentials, tolerance. 


Prayer Requests: From an aged 
saint: “Am eighty-four years old. 
Haven’t walked except with crutches in 
forty-six years. Spine dislocated. Am 
now in a wheel-chair. Please pray that 
I may trust our Father more, and be able 
to say: ‘Thy will be done.” Pray for 
all the dear ‘old saints of God. 


Thurs.—Acts 15 : 22-29. The Council’s Decision. 


“It seemed good to the Holy Spirit, 
and to us.” What a blessed senior and 
junior partnership, each one named in 
proper order! And there will always be 
harmony in purpose and effectualness in 
service if the junior member will keep 
his place. The former, under God, ‘is 
Agent; the latter only an instrument. 
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church. The people are like heathen. 
Remember me much in prayer, for hu- 
manly speaking I am all alone.” There 
are literal hundreds of just such fields, 
EVEN IN America, Pray for them. Pray! 


Fri—Acts 15 : 36 to 16: 5. Paul and Timothy. 


If Timothy had been Paul’s only “find” 
on this second missionary journey, “it 
would have paid well. The contention 
between Paul and Barnabas was not 
right, but God overruled it for good 
as he always does in every elect child of 
his. ; Truly God’s ways are “past finding 
out.” 

Prayer Requests: From the far 
northwest: “I am praying for you every 
day here in my loneliness and I know 
God is working. I do not know what 
the needs and requests are, but I know 
that he knows EveRY ONE of them, and 
a do exceeding abundantly. Remem- 

er me.” 


Sat.—Isaiah 49 : 6b-13. A Light to the Nations. 


The words of this reading refer, not 
to the Church, but rather to Christ the 
coming King and to his people Israel. 
He will be a light to the nations, and 
through Israel he will bless the whole 
earth. The world is rapidly hastening 
on, first to darkness and then to glorious 
millennial light. 

Prayer Reguests: From an attorney 
in the South: “Ought we not to add law 
enforcement to our objects of prayer 
articularly the Eighteenth Amendment? 

o me this seems the most important 
Caren confronting our Christian man- 

ood to-day. Let us not forget our con-_ 
gressmen.” 


Sun. Isaiah 35: 1-10. Joy to the World. 


“Joy to the world,” not that “the Lord 
is come” as King, but that he is coming. 
And when he comes again the second 
time, it will not be to “let earth receive 
her King,” but to compel-her to receive 
him (Psa. 2:8). Israel will have been 
re-gathered to their own land, and king- 
dom blessing to the whole world will 
follow. : 

A Note or Prarse: From a pastor: 
“Souls are being saved. One man sev- 
enty-six years old for whom we had 
prayed six years said: ‘It.is a waste of 
time to discuss that subject to-day; and 
fifteen minutes later he had accepted 
Christ. Sixteen recently saved, and 
every one in answer to prayer. Praise 
God!” 

we 


To keep the boys wholesomely busy 
you should get Charles McIlvaine’s “Out- 
doors, Indoors, and Up the Chimney,” 





PRAYER Reguests: From a home mis- 

















sionary in Colorado: “Am working now 
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Lesson for August 21 
Acts 15:1 to 16:5 





“ED ELIGIOUS” books are having an 


less 
déaling with religious _— ever 
ree pom the history of the world, For 
“religion” is more poner to-day 
it has ever been. And that is just the 
trouble. God in his Word forewarned 
us that the Gospel would not be popular. 
Now the popularity of many. religious 
books of to-day, especially of some that 
have a large eager is due to what 
they leave out,— notably their omission 
of “the offense of the cross.” ‘Yet such 
books often include so much that is true 
and helpful that they are likely “to lead 
astray, if possible, even the elect.” Much 
of the harmful unsoundness in modern 
religious books is so subtle that it is 
quite overlooked by Ghristian people 
who would not intentionally countenance 
false teaching. In order to help Chris- 
tian teachers and parents and ministers 
to be on their guard against the subtle 
harm of such books, a recent publication 
is here reviewed, and its distinctive 
porte. characteristic of many simiiar 
ks, are pointed out. 


The book in question is entitled 
“Traini the Devotional Life,” 
Luther Allan Weigle, Horace Bushne 


Professor of Christian Nurture at Yale 
University, and Henry Hallam Tweedy, 
Professor of Practical Theology at the 
same institution (George H. Doran Com- 
pany, New York, 75 cents). ‘ 

On the face of it the book would give 
every appearance of being helpful and 
free from objection. It deals with the 
meaning and the method of Worship. It 
takes up such topics as teaching children 
to pray, in the home and in the school; 
worship in music and song; the devo- 
tional use of the Bible; the memoriza- 
tion of worship materials; family wor- 
ship, church worship, and the goal of de- 
votional training. 

On the method side the book makes 
valuable suggestions for home and Sun- 
day-school. It gives useful and com- 
mendable lists of Scripture passages and 
hymns for memorizing. gees largely 
with the devotional life of -children, it 
includes also mature life, and it suggests 
undoubtedly sound psychological princi- 
ples in the field of pedagogy. Te 3 

It is on the doctrinal and Biblical side 
that the book is dangerously unsound, 
both in what it omits and in what it 
says. Here is a brief summary of the 
strength and weakness, the helpful- 
ness and the harmfulness, of this antl 
many similar books: 


Its Strength: 
Sound methods. 
Sound psychology. 
Sound pedagogy. 
Sound study material, of Scripture and 
hymns. 
Sound books recommended. 


Its Omissions: 
The atonement. 
The lost condition of all men. 
The need of salvation. 


Its Denials: 
The efficacy of the shed blood of Christ. 
Objective answers to intercessory prayer. 
The unique inspiration and infallibility of 
the Bible. 


Its Characteristics: 

Emphasis on the natural instead of the 
supernatural. 

The use of sound terms in an unsound 
way,— evangelical phrases used with 
modernistic meaning, 

Commendation of the Higher Criticism. 

Commendation of unsound books, 


In its first chapter this book purports 
to begin at the beginning, in discussing 
“The Meaning of a: yet in an- 
swering the question “What is Wor- 
ship?” it ignores the real beginning or 
foundation of worship, in that it omits 
all reference to man’s need of salvation 
if he is really to worship God. It as- 
sumes that any one can worship God by 
doing things which any natural man can 
do. Therefore any Unitarian, Christian 
Scientist, or New Thought advocate could 


accept all that is said on pages 6-9 as 
to worship and preparation for worship. 
In the discussion of “How we fit our- 


How to Detect ‘Modernism’ in Religious Books | 


than | ship 
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selves for worship” only human: effort 
is required, and i 


seponetation and the 

ry approach through Christ alone 
are wholly omitted. ' 

Thr this entire book on wor- 

and the devotional life there is no 

mention of the atonement, nor recogni- 


tion of any need of an atonement. On 
the contra y, the ion 36) of 
certain h emphasizing the of 
Jesus, while containi 


‘ panes some 
Suggestions on the psychology of child- 
life that are timate, directly ques- 
tions the value to an adult of a hymn 
on the blood of Christ. Similarly the 
suggested in the old prayer 
“Now I lay me down to sleep” 30, 
31), while good psychologically and poet- 
ically, leave out the element of salva- 
ec Xhege 3 is in the - form. ( 

iscussion of pra pages 12, 
13) is very good wintil the crucial mat- 
ter of intercessory prayer is reached, 
and there it is very bad. It is significant 
that Modernism almost invariably _ig- 
nores or denies intercessory prayer. This 
book makes light of, if it does not deny, 
God’s objective working in the lives of 
others through our intercessory prayer. 

The natural, not the supernatural, 
dominatés the book. For example (pages 
16, 17), there is a very beautiful de- 
scription of a mother praying for a 
baby, a few months old.. The passage 
is so beautiful that most people would 
be deceived by it. But on a it 
closely it is seen that the whole effect 
and yet of prayer here admitted is 
in the psychological, subconscious effect 
on the natural child of what the mother 
is feeling and doing. The mother is 
“praying to God,” but God’s active work- 
ing is wholly left out. 

There are certain sentences in the book 
which, taken by themselves, would seem 
to be abundantly sound and satisfying; 
but they must. be read‘in the light of the 
teachings of the entire book. One such 
sentence (page 92) is the following: 
“We seek to bring the child, in due time, 
definitely to commit his life to God 
through Jesus Christ, and to experience 
His redeeming, regenerating grace.” 
Surely that is true to the Word of God, 
thinks the reader. But it is evident from 
the teachings of the book as a whole 
that the words “redeeming, regenerating 
grace” are not used by the authors in the 
sense in which evangelical Christians 
use them, nor in the sense given to them 
by the historical church of Christ dur- 
ing the nineteen centuries of the Chris- 
tian era, nor in the sense in which God 
uses them in his Word. The further 
discussion (pages 92, 93) makes this 
plainer. The sort of conversion and re- 
generation there set forth could be ac- 
cepted by Unitarians. Service, not sal- 
vation, is wnat is really meant; the nat- 
ural, not the supernatural; the works of 
man, not the grace of God. 

Just here is one of the characteristic 
dangers of the entire book, as of so much 
other “modern” religious literature. 
Sound words are used in an unsound 
way. And this is evident, not from any 
knowledge of the writers that one may 
have apart from their book, but from the 
internal evidence within the book itself. 

The lists of books recommended in- 
clude books both sound and unsound. 
This makes such lists the more dan- 
gerous, for the implication is that 
both are of value, and that there is 
no irreconcilable difference between 
them. It is the modern character- 
istic of grayness, with no recognition of 
God-declared distinctions between black 
and white. ; 

The Higher Criticism of the Bible is 
commended in such statements as these 
(page 44) : “It is important that children 
be trained in the light of, and eventually 
know, the results of our ripest and most 
reverent Christian scholarship. The his- 
torical origin of the books; their liter- 
ary character and value; ... all these 
will have to determine the child’s use of 
the Bible, whether it is easy or difficult, 
a custom ‘of his credulous childhood or 
@ permanent possession which his future 
studies and experiences wil! enrich rather 
than destroy.” Again: “The child should 
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be trained to be open-minded, comi 
with no dogmatic presuppositions, an 
prepared to study the record in the p> 
of all truth with perfect docility. ... He 
should Loew ne aoe ae _ rea- 
soningly, as he reads all great ature, 
He cannot and should not read er 
Ecclesiastes as he reade Matthew 
and Colossians.” 
_ There is subtle denial of the unique 
inspiration of the Bible in such a e 
as this (page 50): “God will seen 
everywhere at work in his world, and 
the child will be taught to hear ’s 
in our times, not only thr 
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SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE 


C. I, SCOFIELD, President. WILLIAM L. PETTINGILL, Dean. 
J. DAVIS ADAMS, General Secretary. 


TUITION FREE. 

DAY AND EVENING COURSES; THREE TERMS PER YEAR; 
Day School, 2 years. Evening School, 4 years. 
THE object of the School is to train men and women in the knowledge 

and use of the English Bible and to deepen the spiritual life. It also 
proposes to give a practical knowledge of preaching, Bible teaching, 
evang' » an y work. 











Gls ERE is a crying need for Bible taught men and women to feed the flock, and lead 

them unto the right paths. False teachers and false prophets abound, and the 
strength of their position lies in the ignorance of God's people Biblically. You should 
know the fundamental truths of the Bible. The classes are all free, and open to the public, 
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If you cannot come to the School for oral teaching then you should study 
The Scofield Bible Study Leaflets 


WHICH WILL PROVE AN EXCELLENT GUIDE 


Eighty-one outline lessons or studies, on sixty-four fundamental subjects arranged to require 
first hand study of the Bible itself. Most excellent for Bible classes and Sunday-school work. 








3 Series 1 Hi= In 3 Forms SEE. 


PRICES: 


Unbound leaffets at 20c for the 27 lessons of any one series; 8c per dozen of any one lesson. The 
lessons of Series 1, 2 and 3 are bound separately in book form, interleaved for notes for Teachers 
use at 25c each, and 3 series combined in flexible cover ior $1.50, Postage extra. 


Philadelphia School of the Bible, 1721-23 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Please send prospectus of the School to 
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Scientific Homiletics 

Bible Pedagogy for the Pulpit and Classroom, New, 
not taught in the schools. Ex » sermon construc- 
tion and creative writing ctical, thorough 
and easy. need it regardless vious training. 
Rare equipment for evangelistic work. ‘he gee ot 
home Salles for the ministry solved. Given by 
correspondence in five books, putting the best training 
for her and teacher into the home. For fu!l in- 
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LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES You'd you tove to 
TREASURES IN HEAVEN tive. trained Mi- 
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rt him for $1.20 a week ? Pray for him by Name ? 
owe his report ? Would you love to support one 
for some loved one ? for a memorial? for the Lord 
Jesus ? Write REV. H. A. BARTON, Sec’y, Box E, 
473 Greene Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y., for free literature. 

















Why doesn’t my church grow 
as some churches do? 


aS, you are not a good enough 
salesman! A real salesman is abso- 
lutely convinced of the worth and supe- 
riority of his prodect. Are you so ‘‘sold” 
on your product? If you believe in the 
true Gospel Message, you surely have 
the “‘goods” and you can go ahead and 
sell them for all you are worth. 

But maybe you are not clear on the 
Message tg eye ? Or you preach on 
topics of the day or on social service and 
uplift themes? They are good in their 
place, but won't gri ple and won’t 
save people as will the Gospel Message, 


In any case, you ought to read KAN- 
AMORI’S LIFE-STORY—the thrilling 
recital of the life of a Japanese Moody, 
aman of just one sermon, on God, sin, 
and salvation, preached to over 300,000 
hearers with 50,000 decisions for Christ. 


A book especially for pastors— 

“A warning toany who may be in- 
clined to abandon the simplicity that is 
in Christ... stimulating to all who 
are enlisted in the great enterprises of 
the Kingdom.” 


And for students— 


Mr. Kanamori's life was wrecked for 
a time by the Higher Criticism, but he 
was brought back again by the saving 
grace of Christ. 


And for Christian workers everywhere— 


_At once an example and an inspira- 
tion for soul-winning. 


A book to read and ponder over in va- 
cation leisure—and then to act upon ! 
$1.25, postpaid 


Tue Sunpay Scuoo. Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 





Evolution: An Investigation and A 
Criticism (By Th. Graebner).—An ele- 
mentary manual on the subject of evolu- 
tion, showing its untenableness from 
standpoint of science, is often sought, 
and this book is the very thing required. 
It is written with bel and_abil- 
ity, and ought to be in the hands of all 
our college students, who are taught to 
regard evolution as something settled be- 
yond question. The discussion in this 
work will show that so far is this from 
being true, the facts are all the other way. 
Parents, ministers, and teachers should 
study this admirable manual and face its 
arguments. It is the most satisfactory 
treatise in a small compass that is now 
available, and it can recommended 
heartily and without qualification. 
(Northwestern Publishing House, Mil- 
waukee, 80 cts.) 


Amo the Tribes of South-West 
China (By Samuet R. Clarke) —The non- 
Chinese tribes of whom this book tells 
are among the “backward peoples.” Il- 
literate and very primitive they are. But 
their “forwardness”’ and eagerness to 
hear the Gospel, to learn to read the 
Bible for themselves, and their faithful 
— of it in their daily lives, are 

th a rebuke and an inspiration to 
Christians of more favored lands, Many 
a lukewarm prayer-meeting in the home- 
lands might be stirred to fresh life b 
a study of the strong and simple fai 
of these peoples, their patience under 
persecution, and their zeal in sharing 
with others the Good News which has 
brought such joy and peace to them. 
Walking for days over the mountains, 
with food and bedding on their backs, 
to a missionary’s home to be taught, and 
then to study, sing, and pray from morn- 
ing to midnight, is proof enough that 
they are in true earnest. ‘(China Inland 
Mission, Philadelphia, and Toronto, Can- 
ada, $1.25.) 


Modern Theosophy: Whence? What? 
Whither? (By Mersene Elon Sloan).— 
“In its ancient form, theosophy was a 
speculative attempt to explain the uni- 
verse and the nature of the Supreme 
Being by a peculiar dreamy mysticism. 
‘ Modern Theosophy exploits in a 
more popular way some of the old phil- 
osophy mixed with other elements, es- 
mee ar a Spiritism. Like its old forerun- 
ner, Gnosticism, it is professedly an at- 
tempt to form an eclectic, universal, phil- 
osophical religion by an amalgamation 
of selected elements from all systems.” 

The deadly nature of this system of 
religion which has been making such 
rapid strides in the Western world is 
not always recognized by Christians. 
Claiming, as it does, “to be a higher and 
better interpretation of truth and life 
than is Christianity,” it deludes even 
Christians, and draws them into its toils. 
With its fascinating approach, its a 
peal to the spiritual in the midst of the 
world’s materialism, and its occasional 
Christian phraseology, it is a dangéfous 
enemy, and one to be considered seri- 
ously. There is that in fallen man that 
responds to ‘any invitation to investi- 
gate the occult, and here is the strong 
appeal of Theosophy. It promises him 
knowledge, and tells him he shall “be as 
God” if he yields himself to its teach- 


ings. 

tt is significant, however, that it is to 
the ancient Mysteries that it turns for 
its doctrines, those Mysteries that were 
perhaps taught men by that strange race 
of beings mentioned in Genesis 6: 4, “the 
nrg (literally, Nephilim, fallen ones), 
ruit of. the unnatural union of ange 
with “the daughters of men.” These 
Mysteries were only revealed to a certain 
few by an initiation, and the initiate 
was bound to-secrecy by terrible oaths. 
So Theosophy binds its victims to si- 
lence by an oath before admitting them 
to its inner circle. 

Mr. Sloan has unveiled the true char- 
acter of this system in his pamphlet, and 
Theosophy is clearly revealed as demon- 
iacal in its origin. tt is to be hoped that 
the book will have a wide circulation, 
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and that Christians will read and ponder 
its message. He reveals things that we 
ought all to know, so that we may not 
be ignorant of Satan’s methods in the 
apostasy that is sw so many before 
it. Only the Word of God is a safe guide 
gy and Mr. Sloan is ref in 
his faithfulness to it. (Christian Life 
Literature Fund, 600 Perry Building, 
Philadelphia, 35 cts.) ~ 


Abrabam Lincoln, Man of God (By 
John Wesley Hill) —If Abraham Lin- 
coln could come back, no doubt he would 
rather clear up the controversy over 
what he believed about Jesus Christ than 
to free the slaves, since the first com- 
mandment is greater than the second. 
The charm of Lincoln’s freedom from 
affectation and his rare ability to prick 
a bubble make hii a singularly grate- 
ful subject for biographers, who usually 
claim him for. their own religious y, 
whee eos ge 8 Lory ms bee boo 
ist, Spiritualis gnos ew ogy, 
or whatever. "Most of thek would agree 
with Dr. Hill’s title, and few *of. 
would dissent from most of the evidence, 
which in but few instances implies what 
everybody is seeking to learn: whether 
Lincoln ‘did or did not accept the Lord 

esus as his personal Saviour. Dr Hill 
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haat his study to the noblest aspects of 
the great President, possibly because of 
its aim, probably through an ardent, al- 
though partial, devotion to his memory. 
Few would be willing to call Lincoln 
“a priest after the order of Melchisedec,” 
and Peter Cartwright the great “Fore- 
runner” to the “saviour of his country.” 
Yet Dr, Hill does excellent work in ac- 
counting the significance of the religious 
revival — evangelical—iwhich preceded 
the Civil War, and in unfolding the 
deepening religious consciousness of a 
man who appears to have finally made 
the great surrender, to have decided on 
a public confession, but to have delayed 
it too long. (Geo. P. Putnam’s Sons, 
New York, $3.50.) l 


The Coming Day (By Ford C. Ott- 
man).—It can hardly be without signifi- 
cance that religious book publishers are 
flooding the market to-day with more 
or less exhaustive studies of the unful- 
filled prophecies of the Bible, and in them 
every need of prophetic study is prob- 
ably being met, save the need of pro- 
viding what might be called a primer of 

rophecy. That need is now met in this 
ittle book. “It would be difficult,” .as 
is stated in the Introduction, which is 
written by Charles G. Trumbull, Editor 
of The Sunday School Times, “to name 
any other one small manual of the sub- 
ject that does so simply and yet so thor- 
oughl; what Dr. Ottman has accom- 
plished.” This-task could have been as- 
sumed by no one more fitted to perform | 


it than Dr. Ottman, one of the seen 
iog- 


ures in the Presbyterian ministry, 
rapher of the late J. Wilbur Chapman, 
and author himself of an exhaustive and 
complete study of prophecy, “The Un- 
folding of the Ages,” as well as of other 
works. The book consists of less than 
eighty pages, and can be read through 
unhurriedly in an hour. It is an ideal 
text-book to put into the hands of the 
inquirer upon these subjects, or for use 
in a study class, but even the reader who 
is skeptical of the literal fulfilment of 
some of the great unfulfilled prophecies 
must be_impressed by the manner in 
which the author marshals the Scriptures 
( Continued on the next page) 





Do -ou intend building a new church or 
remodeling your church or Sunday-school ? 
If so, do you know where to get the most 
available for making a church and Sunday- 
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Rally Day Supplies 


THE GREAT COMMAND is the title 
of our new service by C. Harold Lowden. 
Like ali ot our services it is ball on an 
idea rather than thrown together. In text 
it gets somewhere, in music—well it is a 
Lowden service, in price it is lower than 

» our services for other occasions—$4.00 
the hundred. 


gend for our beautifully illustrated cata- 
logue of Ralty Day Suppl » Such as 
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Ss greatest “‘ get-together’ day you have 
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(Continued from the preceding page) 

his proofs, References for the Scrip- 
are given in footnotes, so 

the reader who desires to pursue 

study may do so from the Word it- 


In the | initial chapter, “Predictive 
” the author is frank to admit 


reter in some of the prophecies set 

by sy symbols, but he adds with con- 

that “apart from all obscurity 

future events are predicted in 

3 so clear and so unmistakable in 

that from Piet we may derive 

a yw conception of what is yet to 


take Place in the ordered counsels of 
God.” In the remaining nine chapters 
a wonderful unfolded and unfolding pro- 


ites af God's purposes | for all the ages is 
treated, and the bocklet ends with a brief 

ee of events that are yet Rove 
_ The style is delightful, and as the writer 
of the Introduction says, “There is a 
~grip on the imagination in such a sen- 
tence, for example, as that describin 
_ the coming day of the Lord, that ‘in a 
most every passage there is the dreary 
moan of an een tem ie 
Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 
cloth, 90 cts.; board, 75 cts.). 


Hellenism (By Norman Bentwich).— 
One of the greatest and most influential 
movements in the history of humanity 
was that significant one which Pap its 
unconscious nnings in the days of 


Xenophon and the Ten Thousand Geese. 
was fully inaugurated with tremendous 
(Continued on the next page) 
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The curious things) Visted band of real chil- 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 


gret 1t. 








who leave all to follow Jesus never re- 


What lesson of reverence 
does Ruth teach ?—Ruth would not leave 
her aged relative to shift for herself 
while she went back to ease. Those who 


431 


fail to provide for their parents may reap 
their own sowing. 

What lesson of home co n 
does Ruth teach ?—Ruth served Naomi, 
and Naomi did what she could for Ruth, 
and both shared in the reward time. 





st 28. The Ten Commandments in the 
of To-day. Exod. 20: 1-17. 

September 4. Thy Will Be Done. ILI. With 
My Time. Matt. 6:7-15. (Consecration 
meeting.) : 

September 11. How to Make the Most of 
Our Bibles. Psa. 19 : 7-14. 

September 18. Sins of the Tongue. James 
331-12. 


Sunday, August 21 . 
Lessons from the Book of Ruth 
(Ruth 1 : 14-22) 


Mon.—Homesickness (Ruth 1:6). Naomi had 

me away from Bethlehem (House of 

read), the place of biessing, and had 

found only bitterness, Oh, that all of God’s 

peopie might become homesick for him and 
blessing! 


© | Tues.—Reward of Kindness (Ruth r:8). 


Naomi’s. kindness to her daughters-in-law, 
and her unselfish desire to spare them pov- 
erty and hardship, brought her the reward 
of a lifelong filial love and a happy home. 
Kindness brings its own reward. 


Wed.— The Beauty of. Love (Ruth 1 : 16). 
These wonderful love-words do not only 
express the affection of one woman for an- 
other, but they mark Ruth’s decision to 
break with the old life and to live for and 


to worship the living God. The love that | 





is most beautiful and trustworthy is that | 


which is founded upon love for God. 


Thurs.—Divine Providence (Ruth 2 : 1-9). The 
soul that decides to trust God (v. 12) may 
honestly say,. “He leadeth me,” and will 
find his word is true, “My God shall sup- 
ply all your need.” 


Fri—Modesty (Ruth 2: 13-23). Ruth’s wise 
and modest conduct gained her the favor 
of this mighty man of wealth, and she had 
the privilege of dining with him. What 
a privilege is ours of constant fellowship 
with our Lord! 


Sat.—Reward (Ruth 4 : 1-12). Ruth and Naomi, 
in the House of Bread, were given their in- 
heritance by their kinsman redeemer, and 
Ruth became the bride of the mighty man 
of wealth. Christians, too, have an inheri- 
tance, and are become the bride of Christ, 
their divine Kinsman Redeemer, 


R. SCOFIELD’S outline of the 
Book of Ruth sets’ forth the won- 
derful Gospel message of this Old Tes- 


tament Scripture: Chapter 1, Ruth de-| 


ciding ; 2, Ruth serving; 3, Ruth resting ; | 
4, Ruth rewarded. 

Famine in “the land” (Palestine) 
came ,psually. as punishment for sin. 
Through lack of faith, Naomi’s family 
left Bethlehem (House of Bread) ; and 
in a foreign land met with death and dis- 
appointment. Naomi started to return 
to the place of blessing, and at the part- 
ing of the ways Ruth, her daughter-in- 
law, decided to leave behind the old life 
and the old worship and trust in the liv- 
ing God with. Naomi, while Orpah went 
back and missed the blessing. 

In true Christian humility Ruth served 
God and Naomi (chap. 2), and in the 
time of refreshment she, a gleaner, was 
invited to sit with the reapers, receiving 
a like reward. How precious is the 
thought that our Master rewards his own 
for their faithfulness rather than for 
their accomplishments—reapers and 
gleaners sharing alike ! 

In the third chapter we have a picture 


of our communiou with our Lord. How | 


gladly he talks with us and abides with 
us, even in,the night seasons, telling us 
of his purposes in our, redemption. 

The reward chapter (chap. 4) sets 
forth the work of our blessed Kinsman 
Redeemer, who took a body like unto 
ours, paid our debt of sin with his own 
life-blood, and lifted us to the place of 
his own bride, to reign with him in the 
days to come. 

ave you decided to walk with the 
Lord Jesus Christ forever? Are you 
paving him now? Do you know the 

Joy of communion with him? Have you 

llowed him to become your own Re- 
y tan 

What lesson of constancy does Ruth 
teach?—Ruth was willing to face any 
hardship in any unkhown country in or- 
der to be true to the living God. Those 
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VERSES FOR CHRIS}ANS 


By Henry W. Fros 
Home Director of the China I: 


A beautiful volume containing 
a collection of more than a hun- < 
dred poems connected with 
Scripture passages. The poems 
are based mainly on themes 
dear to the heart of every 
Christian, and there are also 
occasional nature studies. 


Exquisitely worded and deeply 
spiritual. 


Mission. 


Full of choice bits that you will 
watit to quote. $1.25, postpaid. 
Tue Sunpay Scnoot Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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Philadelphia, August 6, 1921 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. 
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package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 
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$ copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
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energy by Alexander the Great, and was 
consummated under his successors dur- 
ing the centuries following. This move- 
ment is known as Hellenism. It was the 
imitation on the one hand, by the na- 
tions dwelling around the eastern Medit- 
erranean, of the Greek language, litera- 
ture, art, science, and religion, and the 
direct transplantation on the other hand 
by the themselves of their h 
developed culture and civilization. 
a movement must of necessity immensely 
affect for good or evil the people touched 
by it. The Jews were right in the midst 
of its influence. One result was the Hel- 
lenizing of large numbers of Jews, es- 
pecially in centers outside Palestine, as 
in Alexandria and Antioch. Out of this 
development came the Septuagint trans- 
lation of the Old Testament into the 
Greek tongue. This translation prepa 
the Greek language for the feception of 
New Testament ideas. In Palestine it- 
self the impact of Hellenizing forces 
caused a tremendous reaction seen in the 
Maccabaean struggle, when Judaism 
fought for its life and for the transmis- 
sion of revealed truth to all after ages. 
Mr. Bentwich’s work tells the story of 
this great movement, especially in its 
relation to the Jewish people. He con- 
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siders “the interaction of Judaism and}; 


Hellenistic culture” as “one of the fun- 
damental s les in the march of civ- 
ilization; and Hellenistic Judaism is, 
after the Bible, the most remarkable 
contribution of the Jewish genius to the 
world’s thought.” In six chapters he 
discusses the Hellenistic , Hellen- 
ie bs Palestine till the comrurien of 

emp ellenism in Dees 
the Hellenistic-Jewish literature, the 
rabbis and , and in two final 
chapters sums up the results of the Hel- 
lenistic development for Judaism and 
shows its influence to. the present 
time. It is a i 


i Fors cago e 
lete in t and enrich a wide} 
Pp though pad wi 


yim raft —, i is in- 
orming and fascinating. gro 
of ideas among the Jews under the two- 
fold influence of the old Hebraic teach- 
ings and the new pagan philosophy is set 
forth very clearly. At the same time 
the author reveals the strong bias of the 
non-Christian Jew against Christianity, 
He repeatedly insists that the distinctive 
rm ge of the —— bn Pros 
erived from pagan ilosophy. $i 
from this marring of his work, which 
is written in the true spirit of Judaism 
the book gives an excellent account of 
the Jewish Hellenistic development, 
The Jewish Publication Society of 
merica, Philadelphia, $1.75.) 





The Late DR. A. 


whom DR. JAMES M. GRAY calls a 
‘Master of exegesis and exposition,” 
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wrote—“ Christ has not saved us from future peril, and left us to fight the battle of life as best we 
can ; but He who has justified us waits to sanctify us, to enter into our spiri 
strength, His holiness, His joy, His love, His faith, His 
lessness, and nothingness, and make it an actual and living fact, ‘ I live, yet not 1, but Christ liveth in me.’ ”’ 
THE NYACK CORRESPONDENCE BIBLE SCHOOL 

offers for Home Study in the Word of God, seven Courses by Dr. Simpson, and other able and 
i in The Missionary Training Institute, Nyack, N. Y. 

if you cannot come to Nyack, let NYACK come to YOU. 


THREE SPECIAL OFFERS 


experienced teachers 


and substitute His 
our worthlessness, help. 


wer, for 





OFFER Wo. 7. 
BIBLE COMMENTARY (First Year.) By Dr. A. 
B. Simpson 


J. Cc. C., Michigan, writes: ‘“‘I have gone 
over and over again the first month’s study, 
one am getting fresh food for my soul each 

me.” 

OUTLINE STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 
By Dean W. M. Turrball, D.D. 

Mrs. J. G. J., New York City, writes: “The 
courses that I am taking are wonderful and 
I have been greatly blessed by them. Thank 
you.” 

CHURCH HISTORY, By the late Dr, G. P. Pard- 
ington, D.D., Ph.D. 





Miss BE. B. C., New Jersey, says: “I have 
been studying the lessons during my spare 
time, and find them very interesting and 
instructive. They are far superior to what 
I had anticipated.” 


With monthly examinations in each of the above 
courses, also 
DEEPER TRUTH AND LIFE, By Dr. A. B. Simpson 
For devotional study, without examination. 


Mrs. ©. H. H., Ohio, says: ‘“We are hav- 
ing rich blessings in the study of your 
Deeper Truth and Life Course.” 


Total cost only $20.00 


Two enrollments in above set for $35.00, get 
a friend to enroll with you and save $5.00. 


OFFER No. 2. 
PRACTICAL METHODS OF CHRISTIAN WORK 
By Mra. W. M. Tarrdall. 





Miss EB. EB. 8. writes: “I have very much 
enjoyed your course in Soul-Winning. It 
has been a great benefit to me in my work 
for the Master. Since taking your course, I 
am better able to answer the objections that 
prone. use as excuses for not accepting 

rist.”’ 


auanedeaseanerlee this coupon and ENROLL TODAY cuacassanasse 
THE NYACK CORRESPONDENCE BIBLE SCHOOL, 


Alfred C. Snead, Sec’y, Nyack, N. Y. 


PLEASE ENROLL ME FOR THE COURSES CHECKED 


OFFER No. 1, $20.00 


OFFER No. 3, 20.00 


I enclose $ 


Miss L. S., Ohio, says: “Your course has 
been what I wanted, and has been a great 
blessing to me. While praying and study- 
ing it, I have realized God’s call to me. The 
Lord is blessing body, mind, and soul 
through this study.” 


With examinations—only $5. . 
OFFER No. 3. 
BIBLE COMMENTARY, By Dr. A. B. Simpson 
Studies of unusual simplicity and spiri 
wer. Covering Old Tonnies Gee e 


ong of Solomon, and New Testament— Matthew 
to Thessalonians, inclusive. 





Miss C. B., Jamaica, says: “I feel that I 
must write to tell the great help the month- | 
ly studies are to me. So many of the won- 
derful truths of God’s Word have been made | 
more real to my soul, and I am so very glad 
that I started the studies.”’ 


PROPHECY AND THE PROPHETS, By Reo. A. 
E. Thompson, M. A. a 





Mr. J. L._S., Bastern Mennonite School, 
Va., says: “We have used your correspond- | 
ence course on Prophecy and the Prophets 
in our prophecy class for the entire year, | 
reciting every day for forty-five minutes. We | 
have studied it with profit, and I unhesitat- | 
ingly declare that it is the best work on the | 
market as far as I know. It is comprehen- 
sive and concise, and, above all, sound in 
the Faith and void of speculation. 


With examinations and—39 pamphlets in Deeper 
Truth and Life and ae 


CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, By Dr. A. B. Simpson. 
Rev. J. H. H., Mass., says: “I am enjoying 
the courses very much.” 


Usual cost, $24.50. Present Price, $20.00 


Payment may be made in full at time of en- 
rollment, or $5.00 down and $3.00 per month. 


OFFER No. 2, 5.00 








é 


(Lesson for August 21) AUGUST 6, 1 2 


FOR CONSECRATED 


YOUNG MEN ONLY 


Is your life planned ? 
Is your life planned prayerfully? 
Is your life planned according to God’ plan? 


All Christians agree that God's plan is to give the Gospel to all 
le. One billion of your generation have never heard of the 
viour’s name, of hope beyond the grave. 


You cannot evade 


your solemn responsibility, for Christ said ‘‘Go ye”; and that 
command was never revoked, 


You cannot afford | 


to forfeit God's best, for Christ said, ‘* Follow me,” and he was 
the first missionary. 


You cannot fail 











since Christ said, ‘‘Lo, I am with you”; and all you need is x 


in ‘him, 


Link Your Life to God’s Great Plan : 


as did Lull, Carey, Judson, Gardner, Morrison, Livingstone, Moffat, 
Mackay, Hudson Taylor, and a host of other missionary stalwarts. 


Untrodden Paths in Heathen Lands 
Still Call for Pioneers 


The Christian and Missionary Alliance *, has carried the 


Gospel into otherwise unreached regions in Tibet, China, Indo-China, 

apan, ‘the Philippines, India, Africa, Palestine, and South America. : 
t is neni | a Forward Movement this — in every one of its 
seventeen fields, to take the message of full salvation farther over 
the present Gospel horizon, For this task men are needed — young, 
redeemed, Spirit-filled, and teachable men. Men of highest training 
and greatest gifts are welcomed, but spiritual qualifications are 
paramount. The Alliance has been called to use the neglected forces 
of the church to reach the neglected peoples of the world. 


The Missionary Training Institute. 
NYACK-ON-HUDSON, N. Y. 


has trained and sent forth over one thousand missionaries since its 
founding in 1882. Its methods and courses have been proven suc- 
cessful by the test of years. Its graduates have won thousands of 
converts, have established churches, and founded Bible schools in 
all corners of the world. Hundreds of God-honored pastors and 
evangelists have also.been trained in this Institute, Because. of 
rapid growth and of the demand for men to open new territory, 
only men can be accepted for the Fall Term. 


NYACK STANDS FOR 


Practical Faith in the Sufficiency of 
Christ for Spiritual, Temporal and 
Physical Needs. 4 

Increasing, Purifying Hope of the Lord’s 
Retwn. 

Burning Missionary Zeal to Evangelize 
the World and bring back the King. 





An unmutilated Bible. 
Salvation through the Blood of Christ. 
Separation from the World. # 


The Baptism of the Holy Spirit for Life 
and Witnessing. = 


Victory through the Indwelling Christ. 
Rugged Consecration to Sacrificial Service. 


REV. PAUL RADER, President 
REV. W. M. TURNBULL, Dean 


The Whole Bible to the Whole Werld 


Fall Term opens September 12 
Write for Catalogue 








